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reviewed by charles D tateTattatejrpatejreJrjr editor ofofbyuBYU studies and professor of english at
brigham young university

those who argue that there is little good mormon poetry would
do well to read paul cracroftsCracrofts epic poem A certain testimony
although there have been claims of epic poetry among earlier mor-
mon writers cracroftsCracrofts is the first that fits the definition of epic ac-
cepted in literary circles A long narrative poem in elevated style
presenting characters of high position in a series of adventures which
form an organic whole through their relation to a central figure of
heroic proportions and through their development of episodes impor-
tant to the history of a nation or race I11

A certain testimony is a long narrativenarrative poem over 15000 lines
divided into twelve books like virgils aeneid 15257152371325713237 lines in
mandelbaumsMandelbaums translation and miltonsmillonsMiltons paradise lost 1010546546 lines
although its style is elevated above that of everyday language it is
significantly less poetic than miltonsmillonsMiltons reading through paradise
lost one often stops to savor its poetic beauty but one finds few tru-
ly poetic passages to stop for in A certain testimony

the characters and episodes of the poem fit the definition of epic
poetry the epic hero is jehovah jesus christ but his presence in the
poem is not as dominating as is aeneas nor his characterization as
clearly drawn as is the lords in book 111IIIlii of paradise lost nevert-
helesstheless jehovah jesus christ is the prime moving force of all that
happens

beginning at the creation of the world by jehovahbyjehovah jesus christ
cracroft traces the religious history of the world as recorded in the bi-
ble through to the tower of babel then from the tower his nar-
rative goes to the americas with thethejareditesjareditesJared ites as recorded in the book
of mormon the detail of begettingsgettingsbe in the book of ether proves to
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be too much to keep track of even for the book of mormon student it
would have helped us all had cracroft summarized some of the
lineage passages rather than try to tie them all into his poem

after showing the destruction of the jareditesJared ites because they re-
jected jehovah jesus christ cracroft picks up the narrative with
lehisgehis being instructed to leavejerusalemleave jerusalem and go into the wilderness
the narrative then follows the book of mormon episodes to the
hiding up of the record plates by moroni books 5 through 111 book
12 gives a brief summary of the present day involvement ofofjehovahjehovah
jesus christ in the lives of the prophets of the restoration from
joseph smith to joseph fielding smith who was president when the
poem was finished followed by a concern that the environment will
turn sour with water air and soil in league with lucifer to harass
man and cry for studied end to mankindsmankinds progeny p 472 yet
he is optimistic that the eagle and the dove will lift mans eyes
once more to god in love p 473

the whole is closed off by a five page epilogue which argues for
fuller understanding and acceptance of creative work such as A cer-
tain testimony with the final claim that the poet by writing as he
must can make himself a man so with the church to fortify gods
plan p 479

that A certain testimony comes in a ways behind the accepted
epic giants in the literature of the western world does not say that it
is not a good poem few poems can match virgils aeneid or
miltonsmillonsMiltons paradise lost A certain testimony is a very significant
poem especially because the poet is willing to use the form of the
giants to express his insights and views of life of this world and to be
compared to the aeneid and paradise lost while his message is of
greater import because it presents fuller truth his presentation is at
times didactic and yet at other times overlooks important points of
understanding that would show his message more fully the presen-
tation of the visit of the resurrected christ to the nephitesNephites as record-
ed in 3 nephi reflects a shallow reading of the source material and a
weak rendition of one of the most overt moments in the life ofof the
epic hero the poem also suffers from a twentieth century equating
sin with sex any time there is a problem with sin in the narrative of
the poem such as when the nephite boats were driven backwards by
the storms of the sea because of wickedness the poet sees that
wickedness as sexual

whatever its shortcomings A certain testimony is the best epic
poem by a mormon writer produced thus far paul cracroft must be
praised first for his willingness to write the poem which took years of
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work and writing and second for fighting the publication fight to get
it published I1 read the poem in manuscript several years ago and
recommended its publication but increased printing costs and an an-
ticipated small interest in literary works on the part of mormon
readers kept the poem in manuscript form until paul set the type
himself and did an excellent job I1 saw very few typographical errors
and then published it much at his own expense A milestone in
mormon literature A certain testimony ought to be in the library of
everyone who loves good literature

MADSENMAD SEN TRUMAN G ed reflections on mormonism
judanojudaeo chrChicarchiistianchristianistian parallels provo utah religious studies center
1978 245 ppap 6956956.95

reviewed by scott kenney ph D candidate in american religious studies
graduate theological union at berkeley cal and a member of the utah symphony
orchestra

the idea was exhilarating twelve of this countryscountrys most re-
nowned scholars in religious studies presenting a reflections on
mormonism symposium at brigham young university with
allowances for the hyperbole of a dust jacket it truly was a dazzling
array of talent and expertise with all the ingredients for the water-
shed event of the decade never before had andn LDS affiliated
organization invited so many eminent scholars to address themselves
so directly to mormon themes truman madsen is ever to be con-
gratulated for cracking the mormon reputation of provincialism and
antiandiantl intellectualism with this symposium and BYUs religious
studies center is to be congratulated for sponsoring the event and
then publishing the papers in their entirety

this book is a must for any seriousserious student of mormonism not
only for its contents but for the promising precedent it sets none of
which seems to have been lost on the book buying public little
more than a year after reflections on mormonism appeared on the
shelves the first printing of 6000 copies had been sold out and a

433


