Brief Notices

This volume 1s a milestone publica-
tion. It will be a valuable addition to the
library of any gospel teacher or student
who wishes for a deeper understanding
of the ancient Apostles, their teachings,
and the world in which they lived.

—Gary P. Gillum

An Epistle from the New Testament
Apostles, arranged by John W. Welch
(Bookcraft, 1999)

The Epistles in the New Testament
contain some of the most important doc-
trinal teachings and most moving per-
sonal testimonies anywhere in scripture.
Indeed, many of the doctrines of the Res-
toration have been taught using the words
of Peter, Paul, and John. As An Epistle
from the New Testament Apostles points
out, the thirteen Articles of Faith are sur-
prisingly rich in references to the Epistles
of Paul.

In this volume, John Welch has cre-
ated a unique and ingenious presentation
of the New Testament Epistles with the
hope that Latter-day Saints will be able to
better understand these letters. The com-
plete text of each of the twenty-one
Epistles is divided into its literary and
thematic units and then rearranged by
themes to read like one grand epistle—
a letter from the New Testament Apos-
tles. The complete text of the King James
Version of the Epistles is presented and
marked in a way that readily shows
the original biblical text together with the
changes made by the Joseph Smith Trans-
lation. Included in slashes are alternate
readings from ancient New Testament
texts as well as alternative translations for
Greek words that greatly enhance the
reader’s comprehension of the text.

Welch has organized his material
around ten major themes with numerous
subtopics. Thus a reader can pursue all
of the material in the Epistles by such
themes as atonement, faith and obedi-

20

ence, and Christian living. Of particular
interest is the section containing bio-
graphical information and personal state-
ments. Here the reader can find a rich
collection of all of the personal expres-
sions of Paul, Peter, and John to the
ancient Saints. These declarations of testi-
mony, concern, and affection for the
Saints echo through the years and strike a
responsive chord in Latter-day Saints.
For those who have had trouble under-
standing these Epistles in the past, this
volume provides the easiest way ever to
gain access to their contents. For those
who are already conversant with the
Epistles, reading them arranged by themes
provides many new insights as the writ-
ings of the ancient Apostles are examined
side by side.
—David R. Seely

The Testimony of John the Beloved: The
27th Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium,
Brigham Young University, 1998 (Deseret
Book, 1998)

The Gospel, the Epistles, and the Rev-
elation of John the Beloved have given
the Saints a unique perspective of Jesus
Christ and his teachings. The preface of
The Testimony of John the Beloved re-
minds us that this Apostle’s writings con-
tain “some of the most profound events,
specific prophecies, and significant doc-
trines recorded in all of ancient scrip-
ture.” This collection of twenty-one
addresses from the 1998 Sidney B. Sperry
symposium discusses many of these doc-
trinal teachings and John's testimony of
the divinity of Jesus Christ.

The diverse backgrounds of the partici-
pants of the symposium have resulted in
gathering many inspired and inspiring
insights and truths about this Gospel
writer and his teachings. Topics discussed
include John’s Revelation and the res-
toration of the Gospel, the themes of dis-
cipleship in John, women in the writings





