Book Reviews

Berrett, LaMar C. Dizscovering the World of the Bible. Provo,
Utah: Brigham Young University Press, 1973. 699 pp. $14.95
hardbound; $10.95 paper.

(Reviewed by Gilbert W. Scharffs, Associate Director of the
Institute of Religion adjacent to the University of Utah. Dr.
Scharffs is author of Mormonism in Germany and several
articles in LDS periodicals and has conducted numerous BYU
travel Study tours to Israel and to U.S. Church History sites.)

Dr. Berrett’s book is an invaluable tool to any traveler in
the Middle East. It includes most of the identifiable biblical
sites and many non-biblical points of interest, plus dozens of
maps, charts, diagrams, and color and black-and-white photo-
graphs. Latter-day Saints will find references to LDS scrip-
tures which pertain to the various locations.

Dr. Berrett in his preface correctly states: . . . local guides
do not always know what the individual visitor wishes to
see.”” Often LDS tourists are disappointed because they are un-
able to recetve the Mormon point of view of the places they
visit. A good example of where Dr. Berrett has included in-
teresting LDS insights to a particular location 1s his material
on the Qumran Community and the Dead Sea Scrolls (pp.
312-314). Non-Mormons, however, should find this travel
guide equally helpful because only a small fraction of the tota
content makes reference to LDS scriptures and writings, anc
these are usually at the end of the biblical material.

The book gives a comprehensive coverage of ten countries—
Cyprus, Egypt, Greece, Iraq, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria,
Turkey and with the emphasis of course on Israel. The latter
comprises almost one third of the book.

Although arranged by country, further subdivision by area,
town, and specific sites are made. There is a brief thumbnail
history given of each location, both ancient and modern and
all the scriptures which pertain to that particular spot. All sites
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are listed in a logical sequence of travel to avoid backtracking.
However, if the traveler's itinerary does not coincide with Dr.
Berrett’s, the comprehensive index enables one to readily find
whatever river, monument, tomb, mountain, city, lake, ruin, or
museum one happens to be interested in.

The maps and charts are very complete and well done in-
cluding maps of what is in some of the tombs and a floor plan
of certain museums. Also helpful are numbers in the text that
correspond to the same sites on the maps.

Guiding a group of students to the temple wall in the old
city of Jerusalem, I lost my way last summer in the maze of
narrow, winding streets. However, with Dr. Berrett's book in
hand, I soon had our group headed in the right direction with-
out anyone suspecting that I didn’t know where I was.

The uniformity of style throughout the book makes it
easy to use, instead of having to get used to the peculiarities
of different maps, brochures, guide books for every area
visited. For example, biblical names always appear first in
one type face; modern names next in another style of type; vari-
ants, definitions of names, translation, and other explanatory
matters are next in 1talics.

It 1s difficult to criticize this work, it i1s so well done. A
few words about the time it takes to go from one location to
another would be helpful, since those used to thinking in terms
of mileage on U.S. roads or freeways will find themselves
running late as they navigate the ancient roads throughout the
Near East. Modern road numbers might also be included, plus
some general information on accomodations. However, Dr. Ber-
rett probably intentionally avoided getting into this area be-
cause economic growth, especially in Israel, would make any
treatment of this nature out of date within a short time.

The book still includes the sites of occupied areas of Israel
under their original country. For example, information on the
Sinar Peninsula 1s still listed under Egypt. Should that nation
regain the territory lost in the six-day war of 1967 the book
will again be correct. However, with the Israel development
in this area, they apparently don’t intend this to happen.

One of the finest features is the excellent overview of his-
tory of each country from Ancient times to the present, both
in outline and summary. This makes Discovering the W orld
of the Bible a valuable book; not only a travel guide, but an
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excellent reference book for any serious students of the Bible
and history.

Barrus, David F. The Way to the Sun. Bountiful, Utah: Hori-
zon Publishers, 1972. 104 pp. $3.50

(Reviewed by J. Lewis Taylor, instructor at the Institute of
Religion adjacent to the University of Utah.)

No single topic demands greater attention of Latter-day
Saints than the quest for celestial exaltation. This concern is
the subject of a short, ten-chapter book entitled The Way to
the Sun by a young LDS author. This “brief outline” of the
plan of salvation, which might have been more appropriately
titled The Way to The Son, 1s expressly written for Latter-
day Saints “who haven’t yet reached perfection,” but who are
struggling to live the basic principles of the gospel, seeking
fellowship with the Savior and desiring to partake whole-
heartedly of the love of God. Specifically, the author’s pur-
poses are: To help the readers find the greatest happiness—
the love of God; To bring them to Jesus Christ, their personal
guide; and to help them live celestial lives on earth, that they
might be exalted in the hereafter.

To fulfill his purposes Barrus deals very briefly with these
basic themes: celestial happiness or the love of God; Jesus
Christ as the spiritual light of our lives; faith as the founda-
tion of all things; prayer; becoming disciples of Christ; love;
suffering as a part of the plan of life; Lucifer’s way; the value
of scripture study; and mortality as a time of testing. Barrus’
discussion 1s written mainly in hortatory style (“we must™)
and draws upon statements primarily from the scriptures for
support and clarification.

The Way to the Sun tultills only in part the stated pur-
poses of the author. The book deals with some basic elements
and principles of the plan of salvation, but omits a number of
others crucial to the author’s purpose of illumining the way
to exaltation. For instance, little or no mention is made of the
role of gospel ordinances in our lives or the place of the
temple, nor is specific treatment given of such vital exaltation
principles as sacrifice or consecration. This criticism is meant
only to suggest the need for a more precise statement of the
book’s coverage. Moreover, it would seem that in an attempt



