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letter from missouri

caldwell co feb 22183922 18591839
estr streator

you have so long been relfelfeifeliereliefeilerelieverelievdievereudievdvd from my preaching as you
sometimes calldcalidcalad it I1 think you may well afford to endure a
little interruption you need not anticipate another intrusion
very soon for as yet we have no continuing city or sure abiding
place and one week more will probably find us on our journey
from this state we wish to give you some few items of the
movements here before we leave for we find from the reports
which go and come thro the newspaper medium that you get
nothing correct and as you are a politician & fond of politics
perhaps you will take some pleasure in contrasting those of mis-
souri with your own father is so busy preparing for our next
move that he has not a moment to spend in writing this is my
apology for addressing you probably before you receive this
you will have seen a letter which father wrote judge atwater
two or three weeks since in which he gave some few of the par-
ticularsticulars respecting what has transpirtranspiretranspir d since our arrival but it
would require a volume to give a full account things have
movamov d with such rapidity and of such a nature as might well
allay doubts if doubts are yet remaining in the mind of any
that these are indeed the last days and that the inhabitants of
the earth are some of them at least beginning to be in haste to
fill up their measure before the lord shall come forth from his
hiding place the nations of the world can never fill the cup of
their iniquity without shedding innocent blood and the blood
of the latter day saints will that of many of them be re-
quired of the present generation the lord has commenccommena d a
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work that is destin d to try the sincerity and the strength yes
and the legality too of every creed and profession both politi-
cal & religious upon the face of the whole earth the religion-
ists of the day who have been crying do as you would be done
by will have ample opportunity to see if they will put their
own excellent precept in practice and those who sit in the halls
of justice as the dispensers of rights between man and man
will be put to the test whether they judge righteously for
righteousness sake it is comparatively an easy matter to act
uprightly when public opinion and the weight of influence
favor the act but it requires some courage when a man is
obliged to bid defiance to popular feeling in order to do right

when a man must place his life in jeopardy in order to decide
with impartiality between man & his fellow man this has been
fully proven in the state of missouri there are those who
actuated by the spirit of republicanism and without any partial-
ity to the religious views of our society have risquedrisquee their repu-
tation and endanger d their lives by pleading the cause of the
innocent while judges & lawyers have dispersed with the
high dignity of their profession and while preachers and dea-
cons have laid aside the sacred insignia of their office to wield
the sword against a people whose only crime was in believing
in the times of the restitution not destruction of all
things and proving their faith by their works in persecuting
us & driving us from city to city & from state to state no
doubt like saul of tarsus they think they are doing god serv-
ice and so they are for as a pharoah was necessary to the es-
tablishment of israel in the land of canaan so are the persecu-
tors of the saints of the last days necessary in bringing about
the great purposes of god they mean it for evil but the lord
means it for good offensesoffencesOffences must needs come we have a
copy of gen clarkdarkoark s concluding speech which was delivered
to our brethren at far west a few days after the surrender
which will give some idea of the spirit of the times our breth-
ren have not taken up arms except in self defence expecting
you have seen father s letter refer d to above I1 shall not say any-
thing about what transpirtranspiretranspir d previous to the last of oct when
an army of 95 hundred encamp d about far west threatened an
immediate massacre soon as our people ascertain d that they
were authorizauthorizeauthoriz d militia they surrender d the leaders of the
church delivered themselves up and went to the camp of the
militia with the promise that they should return to their famicami
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lies in the morning gen lucas was first in command the
prisoners 7 in number instead of returning home the next day
were tried by a court martial & 13 generals out of 17 con-
demned them to be shot a company was chosen to execute the
sentence the hour was appointed & the place chosen which
was the center of the city in sight of their families those who
were chosen refus d to perform & a second company chosen
when gen donithan told them they were acting illegally and
if they proseededproceededproseeded he would expose them they then concluded
to take them to jackson county thinking the mob spirit there
would furnish executionersexecutioners without ceremony but they were
mistaken our people found warm friends in that co who even
invited joseph smith & S rigdon to bring their families &
settle there they were then taken back to richmond & put in
chains where they were kept four weeks when prejudice was so
strong it was thought wisdom to remove them to liberty where
they were considered more safe they were tried about the last
of jan the excitement was great about 250 mob collected &

seeing that nothing could be brought against the prisoners
threatened to shoot both judge & jury if the verdict was given
and the prisoners were hurried back to prison one of our neigh-
bors was there on the day of trial who said he should judge
that no less than 1000 people gathered in and when he was re-
turning home met 300 arm d men who swore that if the pri-
soners were releasbeleas d they would kill every mormon in the
state but to return to the surrender at F west after the 7
were taken the city was kept with a strong guard the men
calldcalidcalad together to lay down their arms and were compelldcompelfdcompellocompel Fdld at
the point of the sword to deed away all their property both
real & personal estate to a committee chosen for this purpose
all of which was done so cheerfully that the militia were quite
angry three or four days after this general clarkdarkoark came with
several hundred who ratified the treaty made by gen lucas I1

will send a copy of his address that you may have it in his own
words the list of names refer d to in the speech are those
of between 60 and 70 who were driven to prison soon after
like sheep to a market most of whom were releasbeleas d after a con-
finement of a month the rest are in prison now unless they
have been privately set at liberty for the mob law is the law of
this state and but few dare act except in accordance with it A
copy of the general s speech
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gentlemen

you whose names are not attachdattached to this list of names
you will now have the privilege of going to your fields to
obtain corn for your families wood &cac those that are now
taken will go from this to prison to be tried & receive the
due demerit of their crimes but you are now at liberty all but
such as charges may be brought against it now devolves
upon you to fulfilfulfill the treaty that you have entered into the
leading items of which I1 will now lay before you the first
of these you have already complied with which is that you
deliver up your leading men to be tried according to law
the second is that you deliver up your arms this has been
attended to the third is that you sign over your property to
defray the expences of the war this you have done another
thing yet remains for you to comply with that is that you
leave the state forthwithforth with and whatever your feelings con-
cerning this or whatever your innocence is nothing to me
general lucas who is equal in authority with me has made
this treaty with you I1 am determined to see it executed the
order of the governor to me was that you should be exterm-
inated and not allow d to continue in the state and had
your leaders not been given up the treaty complied with
before this you and your families would have been destroyd

your houses in ashes there is a discretionary power
vested in my hands I1 shall try to exercise for a season I1 do
not say that you shall go now but you must not think of stay-
ing here another season and putting in another crop for the
moment you do the citizens will be upon you I1 am deter-
mined to see the governors message fulfildfulfillfulfild do not think
that I1 shall act as I1 have done any more but if I1 have to
come again because the treaty which you have made shall
be broken you need not expect any mercy but extermination
for I1 am determinddetermineddetermind that the governor s orders shall be exe-
cuted As for your leaders do not once think do not imag-
ine for a moment do not let it enter into your minds that
they will be delivered or that you will see their faces again
for their fate is fix d their dye is cast their doom is sealdbeald
I1 am sorry gentlemen to see so great a number of apparently
intelligent men found in the situation that you are and oh
that I1 could invoke the spirit of the unknown god to rest
upon and deliver you from that awful chain of superstition
and liberate you from those fetters of fanaticism with which
you are bound I1 would advise you to settle abroad and
never again organize with bishops presidents &cac lest you ex-
cite the jealousies of the people and subject yourselves to the
same calamities that have now come upon you you have
always been the aggressors you have brought upon your-
selves these difficulties by being disaffected and not being
subject to rule and my advice is that you become as other
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citizens lest by a reoccurrence of these events you bring
upon yourselves irretrievable ruin

the generals assertion that our people had been the ag-
gressorsgressors is too false to pass without some comment for we
have been driven from jackson clay dewittde witt and daviess
yet as a people have always been in subjection to the powers
that be not that there has been no wrong done by those that
are calldcalidcalad mormonscormonsMormons for we profess the ancient order of
course our greatest perils are those we have to encounter among
false brethren for we have those among us who have not only
tasted the good word of god but also the powers of the
world to come who concerning the faith have become repro-
bates these constitute the most powerful earthly ally which
satan has to boast but be assured these are not the followers
of joseph smith for so long as they conform d to his teaching
they were righteous men I1 now anticipate your question do
you yet believe joseph smith is a prophet I1 have not seen or
heard anything which caus d me to doubt it even for a moment
if possible I1 have better testimony that J smith is a prophet
than that jeremiah was one altho he has not been kept in pris-
on quite so long S rigdon is liberated I1 do not know whether
he was let down the wall in a basket but his keepers thrust
him out privately for fear of the people and then circulated the
report that he was baildbaiad out in two thousand dollar bonds but
this is only to appease the wrath of the multitude he has gone
clear and the others are only kept for our safety for it is sup
pos d the mob will either revenge on us or on those who hold
them in confinement if they are liberated before most of us get
out of the state the gov of illinois says our people may come
there they have been going all winter and move very fast
A man just arrived from 111 who said he counted 220 wagons
between this and the mississippi it has been judg d there were
eight thousand of our people in this county but the season has
been a stormless one the most favorable for moving that we
could wish and the word impossible has become obsolete with
us therefore I1 think we shall get out in pretty prompt compli-
ance with the orders of government those who will deny the
faith have the privilege of staying some will accept the terms

lorenso left us in the forepart of oct we received a letter
from him which he commenccommena d in ill111111.iliiiilii it was maildmaiidmalidhaild in kent-
ucky where I1 suppose he is now had but partially recover d
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from an attack of the fever & ague when he started I1 will
transcribe as much of his letter as my paper will admit which
is as follows

dear father

it being six weeks today since I1 left home
I1 feel an anxiety to address you upon the subject of my
welfare & prosperity since I1 left far west my health has
thro the great mercy of god continually been improving
and now am enjoying excellent health the morning on
which I1 left far west appear d big with evil forebodings
dismal were the prospects before me terrible reports
from dewitt were in circulation and a severe relapse rend-
ered me to all human appearances unfit to perform one
half mile journey I1 put my trust in the arm of jehovah &
set forth I1 gradually received strength until my disease
was entirely removed the next day we met a company
of armdarad men who viewed us very narrowly as we pass d
which causdcarusd us to suspect they were a mob we manag d to
get by them unmolested some of them however calldcalidcalad very
lustily after us to know where we were from at rich-
mond landing we found two brethren who were desirous
of getting on board a steam boat for st louis in conse-
quence of the lowness of the water the prospects being small
of any boat arriving soon we concluded to unite together &
build a skiff & row ourselves down the missouri waters we
built our skiff and embarkdembarksembarkd the next day we rowed nearly
50 miles it was very unpleasant travelling inin consequence
of the leakiness of our boat and the coldness of the
weather the next day we travelled about the same dis-
tance and at evening sold our skiff the next morning we
all started on foot for boonvilleonvilleblonvilleBo the same night stay d with
a man who was one of the mob at dewitt just before we
arrived at boonvilleblonvilleBoonville we parted with our brethren the
same evening we reachdreacha the village of palestine where we
proclaimed our name and business A congregation was im-
mediately obtained & I1 delivered them a discourse upon the
principles of salvation among my auditors was one of the
governors guards who had about one week before accom-
panied the gov with three thousand volunteers to boon
ville with the intention of going against the mormonscormonsMormons he
gave me a very polite invitation to preach at boonvilleonvilleblonvilleBo
we traveled a south western direction calling on all men
every where to repent the country we found generally thinly
settled consequently we preachdpreache from house to house
when we got into settlements where we could hold meet-
ings we did so on the osage river I1 found our people
from mantua mr dresser mr bliss and the mr jones
we found here a most cordial reception we stay d two or
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three days and held one meeting from this we directed our
course to washington co holding meetings whenever oc-
casion offered & warndbarnd the people inin their houses in their
synagogues in their lanes and inin their streets the lord
who sent us giving us power & bringing all spirits under
our subjection in this manner I1 have strong faith that
we have succeeded thro the grace of god inin planting the
seeds of life inin the hearts of many which will eventually
shoot forth into everlasting life I1 parted with brother B
at belview washington co I1 held fifteen public meetings
in the state of missouri and if ever man received assistance
from god I1 also receivreceiverecelvrecely d of his assistance inin performing a
mission thro that state when I1 now look back upon the
scenes thro which I1 passdpassapass d inin traveling inin that state I1 am
astonishdastonished and caus d to marvel it certainly appears more
like a dream than a reality upon the swift waters of
missouri I1 have traveled inin the dark night amid terrible

snags and daring savages in an open pine camp death
staring me in the face I1 have slept in the open wood
upon the bare ground all night waiting the rising sun I1
have slept inin the house of him who was seeking the lives
of my people I1 have declarbeclar d the gospel among those who
would they could cover a multitude of sins to kill a
mormon I1 have been to those places where if I1 should
go it was declarbeclar d inin demoniacal rage I1 should be tied to the
whipping post man has sought for his fellow man for
strength to take me to drag me from my congregation I1 have
taken breakfast at that man s house whose eyes were red with
hellish rage for my destruction I1 have been as a spy taken
& searchd by a magimaglmagistratestrate judge and six or eight assistants
calldcalidcalad from my bed in the silent night my license de-
manded my vallese searchd from top to bottom from
end to end after all the lord has brought me off unin
jur d without the loss of an hair of my head I1 am
now in illinois in about 13 miles of the ohio river about
60 from its mouth I1 travelled 585 miles inin missouri &
held 15 meetings in ill111iiiliilil I1 have travelled 75 miles and
held eleven meetings in this settlement I1 have baptizbaptie d five
adult persons the lord has been pleased to give me here
a father and mother one brother & two sisters I1 baptlzdbaptizdbaptizedbaptizd
a mr cotton of the baptist order & upwards of sixty years
of age in order to perform the ordinance of baptism we
were obligdobliga to open the iceice yet notwithstanding the ex-
treme coldness of the water the women came forth from the
water clapping their hands and shouting praises to god

I1 have not room to transcribe all of his letter I1 wrote him
& directed to washington co kentucky have receivreceive d no reply
as yet letter conveyance is very uncertain here for which rea
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son I1 intend mailing this in illinois please let cousin pease &
wife see this I1 purpose writing to uncle granger s family after
we get located for now I1 could not tell them where to write
us

confiding in the lord s protecting care we go as abra m
did not knowing where I1 have not written half that I1 want
to say to you but my paper is full and it would be superfluous
to tell you I1 have written in too much haste to keep my pen in
order we have so much to do to prepare for the journey

respectfully
elisa R snow

to esqresar streator mrs streator charity and all the rest
I1 find upon folding my letter a little more room the mis
sourianssourianosourians had commenccommena d mobbing in daviess co previous
to our arrival but were very friendly at that time & were very
anxiousanxious to sell to us our people purchaspurcliascilas d their farms they
removdemov d their families away and raisralsraisrals d a mob painted their
faces like indians & came directly back to drive us from the
lands we had purchas d of them calculating to chase us away
& repossess the country this we suppose because when we did
leave by order of the militia we were hardly out of our houses
before the former owners occupied them when the militia
came the mob volunteerdvolunteers & join d them you will understand
from this the character of the militia I1 will transcribe a
pass which every man was requirbequir d to carry for his own pro-

tectiontec tion and that of his property 1 I permit oliver snow & sons
to remove from daviess to caldwell county there to remain
during the winter or to pass out of the state

nov 9thath 1838 signed R wilson brig gen

it astonishes our enemiesenemies that our people suffer no more while
passing thro these scenes of suffering they say the mormonscormons
have always rejoicrejoin d in tribulation but they will do sonsomethinglethingbething
now that they will not rejoice in 1I fear them not but know not
what new tortures they majmayinayfhay invent they have not burnt any of
us at the stake yet they have imprison d whip d ston d and
shot some but death does not terrify us enough to suit them
for they say that the mormonscormons are so d d sure of going to
heaven they had as lief die as not the lord makethmabeth the wrath
of man to praise him let his name be magnified
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