Brief Notices

From Jerusalem to Zarahemla: Literary
and Historical Studies of the Book of
Mormon, by S. Kent Brown (Provo,
Utah: Religious Studies Center,
Brigham Young University, 1999)

The ten scholarly studies collected in
this volume represent a harvest of almost
two decades of close and careful reading
of the Book of Mormon. In these studies,
Kent Brown draws on his training and
experience in biblical studies, applying
methodologies long used in the reading
of biblical texts to the texts of the Book of
Mormon with surprising and satisfying
results. He asks questions of the Book of
Mormon and finds that the text often
contains much evidence that has previ-
ously been overlooked. The answers
Brown finds are always insightful.

Six of the studies were previously pub-
lished in various places and appear here
significantly revised with updated bibli-
ographies. These include a discussion of
Lehi’s record; the now-classic study of the
Exodus pattern in the Book of Mormon;
a study of six elements of Alma’s con-
version story, traceable throughout his
sermons; the identification and analysis
of prophetic lament forms in the words of
Samuel the Lamanite; an article on Jesus’
visit to the Americas; and a compari-
son of Moses and Jesus. Readers will
appreciate having these articles together
in one volume.

The four new studies will undoubtedly
lead to further discussion. Readers of the
Book of Mormon will find here new and
sometimes unexpected insights about
important issues: the nature of the sacri-
fices offered by Lehi in the wilderness,
why Nephi chose to include Isaiah in his
writings, the possible legal aspects of the
abducted Lamanite daughters in Mo-
siah 20, and the meaning of the terms
“sojourn,” “dwell,” and “stay” in relation

to Lehi’s journey in the wilderness. For
example, through a detailed word study
of the pertinent terms used in 1 Nephi,
Brown comes to the surprising conclu-
sion that Lehi and his family experienced
a “period of servility” (59) in their experi-
ence in the wilderness. Such studies raise
a very important issue regarding the
proper usage of Hebrew word studies
in Book of Mormon scholarship. Some
readers may disagree with Brown’s con-
clusions in this study, but then again, they
might not ever read this section in the
same way again.

This collection deserves careful atten-
tion. As described by the author, these
studies “set out the dimensions and com-
plexities of the Book of Mormon record”
without being “attempts to finalize what
can or cannot be known about a subject”
(x). They invite us to read the Book of
Mormon more closely, and they provide
useful models for future scholarly work in

Book of Mormon studies.
—David R. Seely

A Lively Hope: The Suffering, Death,
Resurrection, and Exaltation of Jesus
Christ, by Richard Neitzel Holzapfel
(Bookcraft, 1999)

A Lively Hope might be called a medi-
tation on the death and resurrection of
Christ based on the text of the four
Gospels. Though not exactly a commen-
tary, the volume nevertheless follows the
commentary format: the work is divided
neatly in two—the first half considers the
Passion narratives, the second, the Resur-
rection narratives. Holzapfel discusses
each Gospel separately but avoids repeti-
tion by treating major subjects only once,
referring from the other narratives to the
main discussion. In addition, after an
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