
new data for revising the missouri
documentary history

richard L anderson

the informed student of joseph smith would not trade his
seven volume documentary history of the church for all
other books since it attempts to furnish the main chrono-
logical sources on the rise of the latter day saints 1 it is a trib-
ute to its indispensability to insist now that it needs careful
annotation and moderate expansion a project not yet in any se-
rious planning stage that particular part underlinder consideration
here contains a narrative of joseph smith s arrival in missouri
in 1831 and what appears to be the first mormon reaction to
their chosen land yet a close look at this short account illus-
trates the need of adding later discovered documents as well
as properly understanding those already printed in the volumes
each source is a building block with its own genealogy and one
fails to understand the record without knowing the processes
that formed it the history of the church basically records
joseph smith s revelations and directions to the church as well
as an administrative history of his presidency out of volumi-
nous possibilitespossibilities then new material selected should follow the
standard of illuminatilluminatinglnainaino these revelations or the prophet s life
particularly his role as church leader

dr anderson is professor of history and religion at brigham younayoung uni-
versityversity

documentary history of the church has been a widely used nickname
for the work begunbeun by joseph smith and first printed in the times and seasons
1842461842 46 as the history of joseph smith then reprinted and continued later
in the deseret newsneusneuf and LDS Milmiimillannmillennialmillennlenn al star the bound edition was edited
by B H roberts as the history of the church of jesus christ of lallerlatter da
saints 7 volsoisvoisols salt lake city deseret book 1902193219021921902 1921932 abbreviated as HHC
inlin this article the bound edition will be cited unless textual problems dictate
earlier reference

HC 1188991188 99 this short article suggests representative corrections with-
in these paespages treatment of the colesilleCo lesille branch in missouri is not at-
tempted the focus beinabeingbelnabein on enrichment of the journey to zion and certain com-
mands alvengivenlenien in dac 58 after arrivingarriarrl inclneinH including problems raised bybl descrip-
tions of missouri
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one important source isis contemporary newspapers in
june 1831 several revelations commanded the prophet and over
two dozen missionariesmissionaries to leave ohio preach on the way and
meet inin conference to rejoice upon the land of missouri
which is the land of your inheritance dacd&c 524252 42 move
ments at church headquarters inin kirtland were quite closely
followed by the nearby gainesvillepainesvillePainesville telegraph which sarcasticsarcastisarcasti
cally suggests the date of departuredepa iture withvith its comments on 14

june 18511831 the chosen few are to be off during the present
week going inin pairs in different routes all oilon011 foot except jo
rigdon and hamsharrishags the contriverscon trivers and commanders of the exe
peditiondeditionpedi tion since this newspaper regularly ran its brand of com-
mentary on mormon events several of its articles have good
relevance for an expanded history sometimes even mormon
newspapers have been overlooked for instance the 1831 mis
sourisoun trip in the HC rather mechanically recites places and
distances but inin 1835 in the aleseigealessengerglessengerAle seigeselge and advocate joseph
smith spiritedly discusses his first missouri trip in simple prose
worthy to add to the documentary history

I1 have been laboring inin thistinstius cause for eight years during
whichwinch tune I1 havehae travelled much and liaehaveilae had much ex
periperlperiencepenencepencenceence I1 removed fromfroin seneca countycountgount NYN Y to geaugageaugh
county ohio in februarylebruarleb ruar 18511831 hainghaving received byb an
heavenlyheaeniyenly visionvision aI1 commandment illin june following to take
rnymyroy lourneyjourneylournejourne to the western boundaries of the state of mis
sourisoun and there designate thetiietile veryer spot which was to be the
central spot for the commencement of the gathering to
gether of those who embrace thetiietile fulnessfalness of the everlasting
gospel I1 accordinglyaccord ingl undertook thetiietile journey with certain
ones of illni111 brethren and after a long and tedious journey
suffering many privationspnat tonsions andind hardships I1 arrivedarmed in jack
son count missouri and after viewing the country seek-

ing diligentlydiligentl at the hand of god lie manifested himself
unto rneme and designateddes ignited to me andind others the very spot up
on which lie designed to commence the work of the gather
ing and thetiietile upbuildingbuildingup of allanail holyholhoi city which should be
called zion zion because it is to be a place of righteousness
and all who build thereon irearelre to worshipvorship the true and living
god and all believe in lleileoneodelie doctrine eveneen thetiietile doctrine of
our lord and savior jesus christ

what about contemporary letters and mormon journals
though there areaieate few for thistinstius period letters sometimes equal

3 to the elders of the church of latterI1 atter daydnD n saints LDS afessenalefAlevafefalevsenerseuersenereercer and
advocateadiocaieadzocatedrioAdio raifcaieraff j september 1835179l iai5 179 compare the much terser summarysumman inin HC
1188188 here andind inin other quotes of the article moderatemoclente punctuationpunctintion andind cap
italizationitalizitionvitalization revisionreisionrecisionre ision isis made for claritdintdant
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the quality of a good journal inin narration and emotional im-

pact one such letter was written by william E mclellinmcclellinMcLellin to
his non morimorlmormonnon relatives warmly but carefully recounting his

conversionconversion the year before which began when two different
sets of the elders travellingvellingtra to zion inin 1831 preached in his
village of paris illinois the first pair held an evening meet-
ing and described in detail the discovery plates and contents of
the book of Momormonrinon they left the next morning mclellinmclelllnMcLellmclellanMcLellinln s

next exposure to the new religion is relivedrelieved in this letter

but in a few days two others came into the neighbourhoodneighbourhood
proclaiming that these were the last days and that god had
sent forth the book of mormon to show the times of the
fulfillment of the ancient prophecies when the saviour shall
come to destroy iniquity off the face of the earth and eignreigni

with his saints inin millennial reflresreslrej one of these was a wit-
ness to the book and had seen an angel which declared its
truth his name was david whitmer they were inin the
neighbourhoodneighbourhood about a week I1 talked much with them by
way of enquiry and argument they believed joseph smith
to be an inspired prophet they told me that liehelleile and between
20 & thirty of their preachers were on their way to in-
dependence my curiosity was roused up and my anxiety
also to know the truth 4

several personal diaries of the missionaries then sent have
survived precious records not merely of locations and dis-
tances but of the fervent spirit that marked the success of the
new movement in a new documentary history some selec-
tions from these should record the carrying out of the missions
assigned in printed revelations

since missionary pairs travelled separate routes comments
of joseph smith s party would have special significances1nificance of
the half dozen men travellingvellingtra with him only william W
phelps now offers additional details of the journey HC gives
but an outline of joseph smith s first trip to missouri with
the date of departure 19 june

we went by wagon canal boats and stages to cincinnati
we left cincinnati inin a steamer and landed at louis-

ville ky where we were detained three days inin waiting
for a steamer to convey lisusuis to st louis at st louis myself

wm E and emiline mclelinmclalin to samuel mclelinmclalinMc Lelin independence mlshiishilsmis-
souri aug 4 18521832 the sursurnamenarne follows william s later spelling in the ar-
ticle I1 have edited certain capitalization and punctuation inin this extract retain
ing mclellinmcclellinMcLellin s underlining letter copied courtesy of RLDS historian richard
P howard
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brothers harris phelps partridge and coe went by land on
foot to independence jackson county missouri where wewc
arrivedarmed about the middle of july

Is this the long and tedious journey with many privations
and hardships that the prophet referred to inin 18551835 A full
month and 900 miles in three sentences phelps was a jour
nalistcalist and caught the color of that journey inin a letter not here
toforetolore available inin mormon publications he had been bap
sizedtized before leaving ohio with joseph smith arriving there
from canandaigua new york where lie had edited the on-
tario phoenix an antimasonicanti masonic paper for two yearsyeais0 one
week after arriving inin independence liehelleile sketched for the phoe
max2x the trip from western new york to cleveland and fromgiomgrom

there with the prophet to missouri the newspaper published
only an extract of a letter describing the triptup without a hint
of mormonism the editor undoubtedly deleting anything that
would link the paper with the scorned religion nevertheless
the details of the trip west were interesting to its first readers
and give a good insight into the prophet s experiences and
fefeelingselinoszaz7

as liehelleile first journeyedourn eyed to missouri this isis the firstfustgustgirstglrst por-
tion of that extract pertaining to travel

after I1 left canandaiguacanandaiguiCananda igui onn thetiietile 9thath of june I1 went on
board a canalboatcanal boatboit the same evening for buffalo where I1

arrived thetiietile 12th12tli started for cleveland on the 18th passed
from thence to newark 176 miles on the ohio canal found
it superior to the erie canalcanil in point of better locks and
wider excavation from thence to dayton 101loiiol miles I1 pas
sed through columbus the capital of the state an ordinary
town about as large isas geneva and from thence to cin-
cinnaticin natidati 65 miles byb water on the miami canal cincin-
nati is a thriving ilaceplaceliace as large as albanyalban but not so hand
somesonicsonie took steamboatsteam boit for louisville 165 miles deck pas
sage and was roused in the night bybv the cry of wood
wood11vood thetilctile common practice among southern boats to re
plenish thetiietile stock of fuel arrived itat louisville on the 25th
thistinstius is ia considerable southern citycit ritliwitli daily newspapers
hacks and drayrnendraymenbraymen cartmen thick isas southern mosquitoes
passed down 1 yi12 miles to shippingportShipping port or shavingportsliavingportShavingportpori and
tarried three dasdays in waltwaitvlot for ia passage to st louis viewed
the grand canal round the falls of ohio a magnificent

HC 11881 irsirr 1I haveliaeilae omitted the confrontation svithxvithith reverend walter scott
it cincinnati the onlyoni incident narrated on the trip

torfor ia summansummit of phelps career andind conversionconversion to mormonism see wal
ter deandein boenbowen 1thehe versatileversitileVers itilele W WV phelps mastermasterss thesis brigham
youngyoune universityunnersit 1958 ppap 162816 28
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display of human skill which cost 900000 three superb
locks of hewn stone the largest of whichwinch for high water
is 60 feet wide 4543 feet deep and 300 feet long saw the
I1 ranklinfranklinfrankiinfrankiln a boat of the largest size mount through in a kind
of dreadful splendor on the 27th left for st louis in
the steamboat don juan on the 29th I1 passed the mouth of
the ohio where three states were in sight in the 37th degree
of north latitude and the sun nearly over head 30th saw
mills on the mississippi propelled byb current wheels con
structedstruttedstruc ted like cidermillcidermill screws 100 feet long halted at cape
girardeau and saw frenchmen using oxen to draw by the
horns lead piled up like cord wood broke the boat wheels
on devil island july ist stopped at genevieve saw large
quantities of lead and white sand arrivedarmed at st louis
same day and quite a city with the small pox in it july 2dad
started for the west part of missouri and saw inin the first
graveyard roman catholic crosses sprawled overoer the dead
from this time until the l4th14thlath I1 passed throughthrougli patches of
timber and fields of prairies till I1 arrived at independence
12 miles from the west line of the united states containing
the last or outside post office

the heavyheavbeav sounding boat horns used byb the stagestagedriversstagednversdrivers
in ohio with the common term smartsmirt applied to everyever
thing as a smart man smair land manmau rainrain etc was
nothing compared to the customs below louisville men go
armed with a pocket dirk or pistol a sixpence is called a

piccaoonpicca oon a schilling a bit and thetiletiie word mighty isis inan
indefinite adjective and qualifies all things good bad and inin
different as a might man mightmighty land mighty big mightmighty
little mighty much etc

the ohio opposite indiana and illinois is a beautiful
sheet of water quite clear and studded with cotton wood
sycamore locust etc and streaked with steamboats from one
end to the other the mississippi isis a serpentine stream
rily below st louis guarded on the west or missouri shore
by huge bluffs capt ever and anoninon with daring shot towers
it isis said to be clear above the missouri the mississippi is
the grand middle feeder of the atlantic ocean and alreadyalread
steams and smokes with the commerce of ninenine states the
missouri isis the capsheaf it is alwaysaiwas rilyniy indandidd bubblybubbi and
receives its mountain riserise the last of june it is said to
possess mineral qualities among which is magnesia an
uncommon heavy shower on the night of the 4thath of july
raised the stream inin 24 hours 8 feet

outvie phoenix 7 september 1831 headed extract of ia letter from the
late editor of this paper datedfated STATE OF MISSOURI independence
JACKSON CO julyjuljui 23 1831 the second halfhilf of the letter appears later inin
thithiss article without intervening deletion the letter terminates I1 am W WMELPSPHEIphel PS I1 am grateful to ontarioontano county historian cldelyde maffinmiffin for pro
curinacuringbunnecunne a photograph of the articlearticie spelling corrections in reprinting the letter
are limited to the nevpapernewnevnem paperpaperss usketoesmusketoesmuskeuske toes cape Gerargerardeaugenrdeaugirardeaudeau and indiindifinitemdifimteindefinitefinite



REVISING THE documentary HISTORY 493

the first missouri conferences and dedication ceremoniesceremonies
cannot be treated here though examples can be given from
two important supplementary records the HC has a bare entry
for 4 august as the day of the first conference inin the land of
zion held at the home of joshua lewis with attendance of
the colesvillelesvilleCo branch what went on only a surnsummarymary state
ment suggests the spirit of the lord was there & but one
can attend the conference to some extent through the ininuteminute
book of the period called the far west record it gives the
narnesnamesaarnes of fourteen elders present at thistinstius 4 august conference
indicating also that thirty one additional members withith the
elders partook of the sacrament sidney rigdon s charge isis

given inin summary together vithith exhortation by brother jo
seph smith jr to acts of righteousness and keeping the com-
mandments

com-
mandmand ments of the lord with promise of blessings J since
such moral leadership inin the new zion hasliasilas obvious importance
these early minutes should be included inin a revised documendecumenDocumen
tary history though not utilized inin detail in the HC certain
other meetings wereere annotated fromfronifroni that book by B H rob
erts but a higheihigherhighee quality history demands greater use of the
first conference record of the church 10

another official source was not available inin the formation
of the HCIJC on 8 march 1831 john whitmer was called to
keep the church record and history continually for oliver cow
dery I1 have appointed to anotlieranotheianother office n taking his charge
seriously lie produced an earlier documentary history
building his main work around the levelationsrevelationsleveieve lations and formal cor
respondence of the church but when the present HC began
inin 1839 john Whiwhitmertiner had been excommunicatedexcornillunicated and had
kept the original history in the midst of compcompletincompletingcompletionletin ig tilethetlle mas
sivesive HC historians at nauvoo received the information from
john Whiwhitmerwhittnertiner that the early history could be had at a fair
price 13 incensed church leaders responded through willard
richards that their work covered the same period and was so
voluminous that it duplicated anything whitmer had previouspieviouspi evious
ly compiledcomplied therefore any thing which you have inin the clialslialshapee

70 1199i 199

farTITtattarear west record typescript ppap 565 6 church historicalnistHist oncil department
see for example citations of the fir west record in bicJICTICfic 1771 77 110 175

dacd&c 47347547 3 the lastlist nainemine codercowdery wasMS added in laterliter editions
for a suinnsummarylaryiary see deandein C lessee the wriwntinantinting of joseph smith s

historyhistorbistor BYU studiessliidiesiudiesstiSliidie I111I1 sunnSurnsummermer 1971439443 45501524504525 04501452
john Whitwhitmerrner to W W phelps far west hessobessomissouriNESSO Urluri 8 january 18414isilsi
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of church history would be of little or no consequence to the
church at length 14 even if this curt comment were largely
true there were certain early documents copied by whitmer
that were valuable and not otherwise available one of these
was a first fragment of church history inin missouri produced
by whitmer s predecessor oliver cowdery roberts used part
of this account footnotingfootnoting the 2 august dedication of the land
by rigdon but a significant gap remains 10 the revelation of
1 august instructed sidney rigdon also to consecrate and
dedicate the spot of the temple unto the lord 10 yet this
command appears unfulfilled in the HC which only indicates
that on 3 august joseph smith proceeded to dedicate the spot
for the temple 17 but the cowdery record preserved by whit-
mer adds considerable dimension showing that joseph smith
indeed laid a cornerstone with prayer but that rigdon formal-
ly sealed this dedication

eight elders assembled together where the temple is to be
erected sidney rigdon dedicated the ground where the
city is to stand and joseph smith jr laid a stone at the
northeast corner of the contemplated temple in the name
of the lord jesus of nazareth after all present had ren-
dered thanks to the great ruler of the universeunnerseunnerveunn erse sidney rig-
don pronounced tinsthistius spot of ground wholly dedicated unto
the lord forever amenarnen 1

one significant purpose of the HC is to be the ultimate
commentary on the doctrine and covenants but it badly needs
clarification on another of sidney rigdon s assignments while
inin missouri helielleile wasvas instructed

and I1 give unto mym servant sidneysidne a commandment that
lie shall write a description of the land of zion and a state-
ment of the will of god as it shall be made known by the
spirit unto hinihimhinl and an epistle and subscription to be pre-
sented unto all thetiietile churches to obtain moneys to be put into
the hands of the bishop to purchase lands for an inheritance
for the children of god 1019

willardW nardhard richardsR to john xvhitmerwhitinerwhitenerwhi tiner nauvoo ilanoillinoisillnos 23 february 1844
cited inin journal history of that date also noted in II11HC 62262216 22 i1

jhcHC5hc I11 196
dacd&c 585758 57 of laswisvas changed to forfortor in modern editions
ticgicIICVICilclic 11991 199 also the corrected reading of the manuscript aichwhichhich originally

mentioned onlyoni the dedication without naming an personjersonlerson the forinform of the first
printingspaintingsprin tings before the 1902 boundbolind edteditionionlon

the book of john aihwhitmerxih aniertnier insnis at the RLDS department of history
p 32 punctuation in lleilethelie Whitwhitnierxvhitmcrwhittiernier history is mine

book of commandments 5963 1833 laterliter editions slightly modify
some nvordsords of the verseerse see dac 585051585058 50 51
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As a long description of jackson county appears right after
the above revelation inin the HC it isis easy to assume that rigdon
was its author especially so when it is prefaced withith As we
hadllad received a commandment for elder rigdon to write a de-
scription of the land of zion we sought for all the information
necessary to accomplish so desirable an object thus it has
been commonly accepted by historians that the present missouri
description of the HC is rigdon s but it is not for john
whitmerWhi tiner gives ait copy of the epistle written by S rigdon s

own hand and it isis inin language that is not inin the present HC
but it certainlyceitacelta inly should be for on returning to kirtland joseph
smith reiterated the command to raiselaisetaise money foiforfol missouri
purchasespurpui chases appointing neellnevvellneelideell whitney and oliver cowdery to
the task and telling rigdon that his first missouri description
was inadequate he exalted himself in his heart and received
not counsel wherefore his writingc is not acceptable unto
the lord and helielleile shall makeinake another t dacd&c 6355655563555663 55 56 the
Whitwhitmelnier copy of rigdon s workvork isis ait significant churchchuich docu
ment displaying the consciousness of latter day missionmission and
the moralmolalmorai commitment to serve jesus christ with fear re
jo icing and trembling it might have been printed and cir-
culated

circtr
but instead was carried amongantong the branches asis an inin

tro duction to whitney and cowdery inin their money raising as
signmentsign ment the zion to be purchasedputpui chased was thus described by
rigdon

this land being situated in the center of the continent on
which we dwell with anin exceeding fertile soil and ready
cleared for the hand of the cultivatorcult nator bespeaks the goodness
of our god in proprovidingiding soso goodly a heritage and its climate
suited persons from everyeer quarter of this continent whether
east west northdorth or south yea I1 think I1 may say for all
constitutions from everyeer part of the world and its producprodoc
tionseions nearlynearlneari allill111liiail varietiesanetiesane ties of both grain and vegetables which
are common in thistins countrycountr together with all means for
clothing in addition to this it abounds with fountains of
pure water the soil climate and surface all adapted to health
indeed I1 mayma saySB that the wholewliole properties of the country in-
vite

in
ite thetiietile saintsS untsants to come and partake their blessings but what

more need I1 saysi about a countrycountrrountr which our heavenlyheaenlhelenl fatherrather

this corrects my misreading of IIC 11971 197 inin rnmy jacksonlicksonlacksonjack son county in
earlyearh mormon descriptions missouri historicalllnlimcalhislorical Rereibettrencnreilettilett 65 april 1971
28487284 sas787 thetiietile mistake is quite natural isas witness alvinalinalln R dyer the refiness
firerneeifeelfe saltsaitsaltsilt lakelike city deseret book 1968 1p isS andind pearl wilcox the lat
ter dayda salnissaints inon the aflrsourimnsomi frontierfianrion tieflieieief independence missouri apnpn p
1972 p 39
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holds inin his own hands for if it were unhealthy he could
make it healthy and if barren he could make it fruitful such
is the land which god has provided for us inin these last
days for an inheritance and truly it is a goodly land and none
other so well suited for all the saints as this and all those
who have faith and confidence in god who hasliasilas evereer seen
this land will bear the same testimonytestimon 1 l

when the true rigdon description of missouri isis identified
one would assume that the similar but longer production inin
the HC is joseph smith s but writersatersnters who have introduced it
with such phrases as joseph smith said or the wordswolds of
joseph smith should be more careful since it isis largely a con
densadensationdensabonsensationden sanonsabontion of william W phelps letter of 1834 describing
the counties lying above jackson county this can be vividlyvividlvivial
seen by placing the HC account side by side with equivalent
extracts fromgiomgrom the phelps letter

historyhistorbistor of joseph smith 2 phelps 1834 letter23Letter23

unlike the timbered states in the unlike the martial likeilke wilder
east except upon the riversners and nesses of thetiietile timbered states exe
water courses which were ver ceptcapt upon nersrivers and water
dantly dotted with trees from courses which are striped and
one to three miles wide as far specked with a rather small
as the eyeee can glance the beau than sturdy growth of trees
tifulticul rolling prairies lay spread as far as the eye can glance
around like a sea of meadows swell peeps over swell inin

the midst of an ocean of mea
dows

the timber isis a mixture of oak the timber is mostly a mixture
hickory black walnut elm ash of several kinds of oak hickory
cherry lioneyhone locust mulberrymulmuimulberrmulbergberr black walnut elm ash cherry
coffee bean hackberryhackberrhackberthack berr box el honeyhone locust mulberry coffee
der and bass wood together bean hack berry bass wood
with the addition of cotton andind box elder withith the addition

theibe book of john whitmer p 5636
the first printing iiss quoted because of rewriting explained later history

of joseph smith TItniiimesf andamidwi seionaseionfsi arlle 51 march 18444501s44 450 since comparison
isis the purpose of the passagepissliesaiesile some portions areirelre deleted as indicatedindi ritedcitedrated ththough0 ugh
no change is made in selliseiLiseitisequenceence manuscript readings are follofollowedvedNed inin these
casecasesraiesoales addingid dinudint ash between elm indand cherry locust hackberryharkhack berr pe
can persimmons sixteenth ia cipher 16 hasinsims been misread isas 10 inin
printing imshdimsh I1 havehaehaxehie editorially modified the spelling of buffhuffbLiffbuffaloehuffaloebliffaloealoe and

plumbs myM punctuation of the opening paragraphpimpin mphaphnph is I1tistifiediustifiedtestifiediustilusti fiedfledoled by the minumanu
script

W W phelps to oliver cowderycoder esq letter 1 liberty mo oct 20
18341854 LDS afesseiiAfesmesseueiseiijelijell er and AdadvocateadiocateadvocaleAdiorocarevocaleratecateraae I11 november 183422183422241s54 2724222424 this letter isis
much longer than the zion description it isis comparedcomp ired to so onlyconlonl mitchinitchinm ex-
tracts

e

ire alvenpengivenden some out of sequence I1loror clarity I1 hivehie altered the foliovfoliosfollovinsfol lovinsinainglna
pecon paupau and brandt
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wood button wood pecan soft upon the bottoms of cotton
and hard maple upon thetilctile bot wood button wood pecan soft
toms the shrubbery was beau maple with now and then a

tifultifilltifilo and consisted inin part of ververy small patch of sugar maple
plums grapes crab apples and the shrubbery inin part isis
persimmons grapes papaw persinionpersimonperrimonperpers inionsimon crab

apple etc

the wild game isis less plenty the wild game is an important
where man liashasilas commenced the link to the living of many inin the
cultivation of the soil thantilan it isis west in the inhabited sections
a little distance farther in tilethetlle however it grows less plenty
wild prairies buffalo elk deer and where the hunter could
bear wolvesvoivol ves beaver and man once drop tilethetlle huge buffalo the
lesser animals roamroarn at pleasure surly bear the stately elk the sly
turkeys geese swans ducks beaver and the proud swan he
yea a1 varietyvariety of the feathered can now find difficulty inin bring
race are among the rich abud ing down the deer the wolf the
dance that graces the delightful fox the turkey the goose the
regions of this goodly land of brant the duck the honeyhoney
the lienllenilenheritagetage of tilethetlle children of bee is a large stockholder inin the
god nothing isis more fruitful flowers of the variegated prai
or a richer stockholder in the riesrlesnes honey is frequently
blooming prairies indimdbhaninnthanthad the sold at 25 centsrents per whole sale
honey bee honeyhoney is but about & 37 cents at retail a gallon
twentyfivetwentytwenty five cents per gallon

the season is mild and delight thetiietile climate is mild and delight
ful nearly three quarters of the ful nearlynerri three quarters of the
year and as the land of zion yearvearyear and being situated about
situated itat about equal distances an equal distance from the at
from tilethetlle atlantic andind pacific lanticalantic and pacific oceans as
oceans as well as from the al well as fromfroni alleganyallemanyAllegany and
leghanyleghinlechin and rock mountains rocky mountains inin near 39
in the thirty ninth degree of degrees of north latitude and
north latitude and between the between 16 and 17 degrees of
sixteenth and seventeenth de west longitude it certainly af-

fordsgrees of west longitude it bids thetiietile pleasing hope of be
fair to become one of thetiietile most coming as good a spot as there
blessed places oilon the globe will be on thetlle globe when the
when the curse isis taken from wolf shall lie down with the
thetiietile land if not before lamb

but all these impediments vanan the lickslackslachs that seem most prom
ish when it is recollected that inentanent will soon sink with the
the prophets have said concern fading glories of perishable
ing zion in the last daysdas howflowliow things yeaea the glory of
the glory of lebanon isis to come I1 lebanonebanonelanon will come upon tilethetiietlle
upon her the fir tree the pine land of thetiietile lord the fir tree
tree and the box together to tilethetlle pine tree and thetiietile box to
beautifbeautiabeautify thetlletile place of his sanc-
tuary

gether to beautifbeautiabeautify thetiietile placeplice of
that lie mayma make the hisinsiuslus sanctuary and make the
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place of his feet glorious where place of his feet glorious
for brass liehelleile will bring gold then the veilvellveli spread over all
and for ironiron hefielieile will bring sil nations will be taken off and
ver and for wood brass and the pure in heart see god and
for stones iron and where the his glory then for brass the
feast of fat things will be given lord will bring gold and for
to the just yea when the splenasplen ironiron silver and for wood brass
dor of the lord brought to one
consideration for the good of
his people the calculations of
men and the vain glory of the
world vanishes and we ex-
claim god will shine the
perfection of beauty out of zion

questions are obviously raised inin the above quotation of
three fourths of the HC description but they have reasonable
answers calicancail the 1834 description of the adjoining counties
accurately portray 18501830 jackson county the time differential
isis negligible and even today s tourist can see that county lines
do not change the general appearance of this region Is it ap-
propriatepropriate for joseph smith s history to copy phelps words
phelps himself was joseph smithsinith s historical clerk whenwhell this
section of the HC was compiled about 1842 1 he could easily
have modified what helielleile had written earlier to suit his recol-
lection of being in jackson county with joseph smith calicancallcail
the account be considered the Propprophetlietilet s yes inin the sense that
liehelleile undoubtedly approved it prior to publication but since
the lanoulanouselanguagelanouaeae is basically phelps one cannot press too far a

study of the prophet s thought with this and similar material
the moral isis obviously to check each quotation attributed to
joseph smith the same tilingthing Isis true of many busy adminis-
trators who employ executive assistants

with the above understandunderstandingingo the words of the HC in-
troducing the missouri picture seem more accurate As we
hadllad received a commandment for elder rigdon to write a de-
scription we sought for all the information necessary 215

the pronoun we could refer to the prophet and others or
the clerk and others it isis known that edward partridge also
wrote a description of zion ag2g in addition phelps had penned

ththiss isis based upon phelps handwrhandarhandwntintinstingL for lleileliethe HC manuscript which I1

haehachae checked personally and discussed eithwith dean lesseejessee whosehose conclusions
about phelps have not changed since the writingvfritint of joseph smith s history
ppap 441 44647446 47

HCWC 11197197
ezriezra booth to mr partridge 20 september isi181lsi cited inin booth to 1I

eddyediredli no 7 the ohio sadistaisadrsaaf 2124 nmemberunmemberno ember 1831irl1851
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similar language on the subject inin 18511831 though a parenthesis
on his words inin the HC isis necessary before quoting thistins the
compared passage above has been reworked soniesomewhatwhat fromflomgrom

the times and seasons account in the HC publication but not
as has been alleged on confusing principles the clumsy

first sentence has been broken into workable segments and
topical material principally on prairies has been drawn to
gether the language hasliasilas also been titightened9litenedlikened by eliminating
redundancies especially in the opening paragraph 171 other
than that the printed account inin the HC is quite faithful to
phelps manuscript which was not followed with perfect ac
curacy in1 n the first place 21s other niodificmodificationsationsactions were eevidentlyvi dently
done by B H roberts in preparationprepaiation for the printing of the
HC inin 1902 in his otherothet works roberts considerably ampil
fiedtiedfledgied his description of jackson county from his own exper
lenceslences in missouri 229 but inin the HC liehelleile edited the phelps ac
count without adding his own impressions even inin the radically
edited first paragraph roberts basically employed thetiietile language
of the HC and not his own A revised documentary history
would restore original wording but roberts obviously saw
his role as editor to improve the clarity of phelps phrasing liehelleile
did not set out to adulterate history

at least one present at the 1831 dedications found the
promised land far from promising ezra booth who defected
after returning east contended that hisinsiuslus ohio land was twice
as productive as anythingmythmg lie had seen in missouri30missouri30 yet jack
son county was seen mostly through the eyes of enthusiastic
faith as the elderseidelseiders of the church gathered there for its conse
cration in the summer of 1831

the final section of phelps 18511831 letter to the ontarioontano
phoenix contains similar optimism though possessing6 the1 his

27 see HC 1 19799 the timesTI mcsmes audindandimd searn first printing incorrectly puncpnncbunc
matedtinted the opening lines resultinglesultinlesul tin in in incomplete sentence which imylay haehave
motivated rephrasing the beginningbe anninjnnin

inn addition to examples givenalvenlenien inin footnote 22 the timestunes and seasons made
one colcoicommoninion error of deleting material between similar words the manuscriptn
read man other common agricultural commodities but the typesetter ipap
patentlyparentlyparent ly looked forfonirifonirdvard to commodities after beginningbenin nm to set common
thus eliminating common agriculturaligriculturali riciilturil in the first printing

compare how freely roberts adapted thetiietile phelps description when writmwritawriting
on hsinsiuslusI1 own responsrespensresponsibility1 bilty11 see the ancromminuafcrommenumeau1 I1 pesecitfiourpeisecntiom salt lake citycit
deseretdeseret boobookk 1900 ppap 4850 or conllrcbensivecomfmlensn e historyhisioryhotoihvtoi of the church of
iffusjesus christ of larlerlatlerlarrer da salnissaints salt lakelike citycit deseret book 1930 ppap
25961

booth to eddyedd no 5 cited in ohio slatsadi 10 novemberno ember 183118118 1
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toncaltoricaldorical value of particularizingparticular izing the first mormon impressions
of western missouri following isis the entire remaininglelleitel naming section
continuing directly from the portion quoted earlier inin this
article

the state of missouri is smsill generalsgenerlsuen nen contacontainingcontaininainina two
thirds rolling prairies and the rest patchespatcilesclies of timber the
upland oak hickory walnut etc and the bottoms bass
wood cotton wood locust coffee bean etc etc the soil
especially inin the western part of the state and generallygenerall upon
the prairies is a rich black mould bedded on clay from 3

to 8 feet deep the prairies are beautiful beyond description
yielding prairie grass wild sun flowers small flowers inin
great variety and color and continually presenting or keep
ing up appearances of a highlhighly cultivated countrycountr with
out inhabitants meadow peeps 0 er ineadomeadowineidov and prairie on
prairies riserise like the rolling waveswaes on the ocean prairie
ploversplo ers prairie hens wild turkiesturkinsturkies rabbits gray squirrels
prairie dogs wolves rattlesnakes the big breed prairie
rattlesnakes copperheadscopperheads panthers deer etc go whenlienllenilen they
have a mind to and come when they please

with tilethetiietlle exception of some of the westernvestern counties the
state isis under a remediless want of water and water anpnprevpr1v
ilegesillges few mills are inin the state except horse ones at the
capital of montgomery county there areire four little tolog109 huts
on the summit of a dr prairie the people liveie on what
little rainrain water can be savedsaed from the eavescaes education sinassingssins
small and few schools are kept a common occurrence inm
southern and new states no danger need be feared from
seoeffseoefsecrel soclellessocieties or any other

it is a great grazing countrycountr on account of the prairie
chance cattle horses hogs which byb the byebe are long
nosed and meanmein and sheep raiseraise themselves almost corn
in good seasons does veliveilvellwellweli wheat tolerable but nothing like
york state cotton sweet potatoes wild lioneyhoney wild grapes
wild roses strawberries dew berries black berries and rasp
berries are common the milk on the botbottomstoins is sometimes
found to be poison in winchwhich case those using it and the
cowsCOVVS die the consequent diseases arearcirelre the cold plague in the
spring and the ague and feerfever in the fall the cash trade
isis carried on withvith santasantisantl fee a spanish port on the pacific
inin 5636 degrees north latitude and about 900goo miles distant
across the prairie where there is not a tree the fur trade is
to the rocky and shining mountains 800 miles distant where
is said to exist ia kind of frog withith liardilard sharpsharshir scales
which he hoists indand lowers at pleasure and when swallowed
by a snake rnacntrma outouloua inin great agony the weather isis varnierwarmer
than inin york state and when it grows cold itat night vithwith the
wind from an easterly direction depend upon ia deluging rainrain
before morning andmd then it clears off hot enough toto roast
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eggs the inhabitants areire emigrants from tennessee ken
tucky virginia and the carolinas etc with customs man
ners modes of living and a climate entirely different from
the northerners and they hate yankees worse thinthan snakes
because they have cheated them or speculated on their cre-
dulity with so many connecticut oodenwooden clocks and new
england notions the people are proverbially idle or lazy
and mostly ignorant reckoning nobody equal to themselves inin
many respects and as it isis a slaveholdingslavesiave holding state japheth will
make canaan sereserve him while lie dwells in the tents of
shemshern 323

the above source also belongs in a revised documendecumen
tary history as one of the most important diorAlormoimonalornionmaimonnion insights
into jackson countycount conditions when malormajor settlement was
first beginning in 1831 one theinetheme is the wonder of that lux
uriantbriant land still enshrinedunshrined in phelps hymn describing the
prairie expanse earth with her ten thousand flowers but
a tragic countercounteithemecounterthernecounterthemetherne isis uneducated frontierfron tieitier prejudice com-
bined with predominating cuscustomstorris manners modes of living
of the south joseph smithsinith wasas awareaxvarealvare of these sources of con
flictflicht at the same time witness the revelationvelationle oivenivenojven ia xveekweek
after phelps letter fortoitol after much tribulation come the
blessings 1

full citation it footnote 7 aboeabove myM modifications for clantyclintydint areire adjust-
ments of punctuation andind standardizations of spellings phelps may havehae had
this document before him when writing the HCiidild udcedjudged bby similar lanaielanuielanguagelanuienure on
the soil of the prairies andind descrideschidescriptionspt ionslons of sheep andind hoshogshoes thattint is not certain
however since some similarities seem to arise fromflom habithibitshabits of elpressioncxpiessionexpression be-
tween this 1831 letter the 1834184185418 4 neenmeenmessen aer and advocate letter andind eveneen lleilethelie
far west description inin the evenin iudindandtudaud the momme sanfsnisiaisanj I11 october

195219321832 edtedtorialeditornleditorestorialorialnl pieepicepagenagenaae
although this popularpoplifirPOPLI farfirlar hinn adapts to ia western settin it originally

captured the beautybecutbeiut of unspoiled licksonjacksonlackson county wherehere it wvasis first publibublipublishedhed
in the erenevenlienalienmn audindandtudtuf the koinmmoinmafoyning starsf n I1 septemberSeptem beibel 1832182185218 2 there is ia remark
ableibleabie simsimisimlsimilintI1ilarlantlintty of impressimpression1

i on inin this hymn phelps otherothet allusionsallusions to praipriipratpruner le
flowers MIandindiod eastern tratntnellerseellerseilersberher s impressions see anderson earlyfarly mormon
descriptions ppap 28788287 88

dacd&c 594584 4 1 august 1831 comparecompirecommire earliereirlier reports of prattpnttantt ind cow
derdery the latter indicatingindicitinindicatinitin considerable opposition to the first mormon message
inin jackson county inin the preceding Nv Inter HClic 1 18219219288 for further develop
ment of llethelie cultural conflict see anderson earlyfarly mormon descdeacdescriptionsri pt ionslons
ppap 27784277 M84


