
spencer W kimball
and the lamanite cause

elder legrand richards recalled the beginning of spencer kimballsKimballs
official assignment with the indians in these terms

when president george albert smith became the president of the
church one of the things that he said to me was bishop I1 dont think
father lehi is going to be satisfied with the way we ve neglected his
posterity and he appointed brother kimball to do the work with the
indians I1 served on his committee and I1 dont think any man in this
church has ever been more devoted to a calling than brother kimball
has been from that day on 1

spencer kimball was three years into his apostleship when he received
his special charge to watch after the indians in all the world with
characteristic energy he adopted their welfare as his cause his
first concern was for the tribes served by the struggling navajo zuni
mission in arizona and new mexico the first modern indian mission
in the church established in 1943 with only a handful of members
he studied their problems and visited their reservations repeatedly

harsh weather and early snow in the fall of 1947 gave him reason
to intensify his concern he mounted a publicity campaign writing
magazine and newspaper articles contacting congressmen and service
organizations and giving dozens of talks to stir up interest in
providing aid to indians who were suffering cold and hunger because
of the unseasonable weather

this was only the beginning his interest spread to other indian
tribes in the united states and canada then to the nations of latin
america twelve times he used his opportunity to speak at general
conference to speak out forcefully on the subject of the lamanitesLamanites and
their florescence and he frequently addressed this topic in other talks
and writings this emphasis together with his efforts promoting the
indian student placement program irrevocably identified him with
the american indian in the the minds of church members many
others less visible than he contributed vital efforts to the indian
programs but he stood as a symbol of the churchschurche commitment to
the lamanite cause

his involvement went beyond just preaching his twentyfivetwenty five
years as chairman of the church indian affairs committee gave him
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responsibility and opportunity to influence the direction of church
programs he continually prodded local church officials to look after
the indians in their areas he promoted the teaching of natives in
central and south america in their own languages As president of
the church he called elder george P lee a navajo to serve as a
general authority and he personally helped individuals by counseling
writing letters of recommendation performing marriages intervening
with officials giving money providing housing

for him the work with indians was not just an assignment he
felt a personal identity with their cause stewart durrant who worked
with him on the church indian affairs committee said

I1 saw elder kimball really angry only once he said to me stewart
you go down and release that stake president elder kimball I1 cant
do that I1 havent the authority ill get the information and report back
to you he has not been doing right by the indians you release
him of course he knew I1 could not do it but he was expressing his
frustration A few weeks later elder kimball himself visited the stake
and released the stake president 2

elder boyd K packer reported a similar incident

I1 ve only seen him really impatient once and that was on an indian
reservation the stake president had released the branch president
because he was not worthy so then the stake president had dissolved
the branch and elder kimball said well why would you do that

we ve got no one to serve you mean youd dissolve the branch
yes finally he went through everybody in the branch name by name

and the stake president said we cant use him we cant use him we

cant use him finally brother kimball stood and in real exasperation
said president do you have an eleven year old boy who you think would
be worthy and he said well yes im sure we do you make
him branch president the stake president said you re fooling
elder kimballsKimballs reply was im not fooling were going to have a branch
here for these peoplepeople3peopled3

though as the years passed spencer kimballsKimballs responsibilities and
concerns broadened to include all peoples and all programs of the
church he maintained a special place in his heart for those in whose
interest he had worked so long and so hard he did all he could to
insure that the time of the lamanite had arrived
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NOTES

legrand richards videotape interview by bonneville international winter 1980
2stewartbstewarttewart durrant statement to edward L kimball 17 april 1979
3boydeboydoyd K packer videotape interview by bonneville international winter 1980

additional sources on president kimball and the lamanite cause

edward L kimball and andrew E kimball jr spencer waWw1 kimballkimballsaltsaitsalt lake city bookcraft 1977
see chapter thirteen and passim

edward L kimball ed the teachings ofspencerof spencer W kimball salt lake city bookcraft 1982 see
chapter twenty two

eugene england lamanitestamanitesLamaTamanites and the spirit oftheodtheof the lord dialogue A journal ofofmormonmormon thought
18 winter 1985 25 32 see especially pages twentyfivetwenty five through twenty seven




