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“when the Mighty One took counsel to create the world.”™
According to the Book of Enoch, in the beginning “the Head of
Days, his head like white wool, sat with the Son of Man beside
him upon the throne of his glory, and the books of the living
were opened before him,” the books of the living being the
register of names of those who were to live upon the earth.”
Then the calling or mission of the Son and the plan, both of
which had been kept secret until then, were “revealed to the
Elect.”” It 1s not too much to say that the dominant theme of
the Thanksgiving Hymns of the Dead Sea Scrolls 1s an ecstatic
contemplation of the wonder of man’s participation in heavenly

atfairs going back to the beginning. Consider a few lines from
Hymn VI (or F):

Thou hast caused me to mount up to an cternal height and to
walk in an inconceivable exaltation. And [ know that there
is a hope for everyone whom thou didst form of dust in the
presence of the eternal assembly; and that the sinful spirit
whom thou hast purified of great sin may be counted with the
host of the saints and enter the society of the congregation of
the Sons of Heaven. Thou didst appoint unto man an eternal
share with the Spirits that Know, to praise thy name in joyful
unison with them and to recount thy wondrous works in the
presence thereof.™ -

The whole point of this is that man actually belongs by prior
appointment to that community of the Elect who share in the
knowledge of the plan and who shouted for joy at the founda-
tion of the world. In the preceding hymn, God is hailed as
“prince of the gods and King of the Venerable Ones” and we
must remind ourselves that this is neither a Gnostic nor a pagan
production.” The baffling tenth and eleventh pages of the
Manual of Discipline come to life in the light of this imagery.
To refer their message to prayers at various times of day makes
good sense, since, as we have noted, earthly rites are but the
reflection of heavenly events; but if we leave it there much is
left unexplained. “"He has placed them as an eternal treasure,
and established for them a share with the saints, and has joined
their society to the tamily of the Sons of Heaven, the counci]

“1I Baruch, 56:3.

“1 Enoch, 41: If: 47:3. On the nature of the Book of the Living.

bid., 62:7.

“DST VI (F)., p. 11, 194,

“This rendering is that of A, Dupont-Sommer, The Dead Sea Serolis (INY .-
Macmillan, 1956), p. 77.
























































