The New Publications
of the Standard Works—1979, 1981

Robert J. Matthews

INTRODUCTION

In August 1979 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
published a new edition of the King James Version of the Bible, its
ancient standard work. In August 1981 the Church then published
new editions of the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants,
and the Pearl of Great Price, its three latter-day standard works. This
1981 edition marked the first change in format since 1920 for the
Book of Mormon and since 1921 for both the Doctrine and Covenants
and the Pearl of Great Price. It also marked the first major addition
to the Doctrine and Covenants since 1876 (except the Manifesto,
added 1n 1908) and since 1902 to the Pearl of Great Price (except for
two temporary additions in 1976). Several features make the publica-
tion of these new editions of the standard works a monumental event
in the onward progress of the Church.

In order to view these new editions in their proper setting, we
need to review briefly the reasons that first prompted publication of
this LDS edition of the Bible and then led to the decision to improve
and update the other standard works.

For many years throughout the Church, students of the scriptures
have wished for a Bible that was cross-referenced to the other stan-
dard works. For the past forty years or so, many Church members
have used a Bible published by Cambridge University, which was
known as the ‘‘missionary edition,’’ because it contained a separate
ready-reference and other notes supplied by the Church as special
helps to missionaries. However, the footnotes, cross-references, and
dictionary, designed for the Bible only, were prepared by Cambridge
Press and were often found inadequate for LDS use. The Bible dic-
tionary was informative in many instances; but having been prepared

Robert J. Matthews 1s the dean of religious instruction at Brigham Young University.
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without the advantage of latter-day revelation, it lacked discussion of
many topics significant to Latter-day Saints and also contained a
number of viewpoints that believers in the Book of Mormon, Doc-
trine and Covenants, and Pearl of Great Price would recognize as in-
correct. Latter-day Saints have a basic tenet that the Bible, as great
and venerable as it 1s (whether it be the King James Version or any
other version), 1s not now as it originally was, neither in completeness
nor clarity. Consequently, Church members have often desired a
Bible that would bring together under one cover cross-references
to other standard works, explanatory footnotes, excerpts from the
Joseph Smith Translation, and any other features that would aid the
Latter-day Saint reader.

An 1nitial step by President Harold B. Lee in October 1972
established a committee consisting of Elders Thomas S. Monson and
Boyd K. Packer of the Quorum of the Twelve. Soon Elder Bruce R.
McConkie was appointed by the First Presidency to the committee.
Elders Marvin J. Ashton and Howard W. Hunter also served for a
time. This committee, acting under the immediate direction of Presi-
dent Spencer W. Kimball (who at the time was President of the
Quorum of the Twelve), was given a charge to prepare Bible study
aids that would assist members of the Church in increasing their scrip-
tural knowledge and improving their gospel scholarship. The com-
mittee’s official name is the Scriptures Publications Committee, and
the First Presidency has charged it with the responsibility of oversee-
ing the editing and publication of all the standard works of the
Church.

When the committee began its work, it was given no detailed list
of plans except a stipulation that the text of the King James Bible was
to be used without alteration. The committee called on others for
technical assistance! and worked to identify ways to produce an edi-
tion of the Bible that Latter-day Saints could use to maximum advan-
tage. William James Mortimer, then manager of Deseret Book in Salt
Lake City and now director of Printing Services for the Church, was
appointed committee secretary. In this capacity he also served as the
Church business agent in the actual work of publishing the scriptures.
Subcommittees were formed, assignments were made, and the work

'Many were engaged in the production of these new editions of the standard works. At one time at least
one hundred faculty and students at Brigham Young University were assigned various tasks. Many faculty
throughout the seminary and institute of religion systems were also involved. It would be impossible to list all
who contributed, and a partial list would be inadequate. The principal laborers besides those mentioned in
the text of this article were Ellis T. Rasmussen and Robert C. Patch of the BYU religious instruction faculty.
They were assisted by Robert J. Matthews. Mention must be made also of the exceptional computer work of
Steve Howes and Vicki Barney Hovik of BYU and of the excellent work of secretaries and typists without
which the project could not have been done.
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commenced. As materials were produced, they were submitted to
the Scriptures Publications Committee for review and periodically
cleared by the First Presidency and the Twelve.

Because Cambridge University in Great Britain had the necessary
equipment and experienced personnel, the page layout, typesetting,
proofreading, and making of printing plates were done there. The
Cambridge technicians also developed a special, easy-to-read type
style with short extenders, which made it pleasing to the eye yet per-
mitted the lines to be placed quite close together, thus saving space.
Since most of the books would be marketed in the U.S., the majority
of the printing and binding was done in Boston to save shipping
- expense.

In August 1979, seven years after the work commenced, the LDS
edition of the King James Version came from the press with the
following: (1) new explanatory chapter headings, (2) an extensive
598-page topical guide (abbreviated TG in the new editions) or
subject-matter index with 3495 entries, (3) over 600 excerpts from the
Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible (abbreviated JST) that greatly
illuminate passages of the King James Version (abbreviated KJV),
(4) cross-references to all of the standard works, (5) a 195-page Bible
dictionary (referenced BD) with 1285 entries especially written for
Latter-day Saint use, (6) a simplified footnote system and (7) 24 easy-
to-read maps with a gazetteer. The topical guide, Bible dictionary, a
section of Joseph Smith Translation passages, gazetteer, and maps
form an 826-page appendix.

The new footnoting, based upon verses rather than on chapters,
employs a simplified numbering system, beginning with ‘‘a’’ in each
verse. Former systems based on chapters (rather than on verses) often
extended to a long series of footnotes going all the way through the
alphabet and having to double the reference symbol as in ‘‘aa,”
“bb,”” etc. The former system offered a chain-reference which the
new format does not, but the simplicity of use when coupled with the
topical guide makes the new system preferable and the chain system

unnecessary.

During the preparation of the Bible study helps, it became ap-
parent that ideally there should be new editions of the other standard
works, since the improved chapter headings and the footnote and
cross-referencing systems developed for the Bible would
also benefit the other scriptures. Furthermore, there were several
typographical errors and omissions in the latter-day scriptures that
needed correction. Other clarifications and additions, including new
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introductory material for each of the books of the triple combination,
two new sections having to do with salvation for the dead, maps for
the Doctrine. and Covenants, President Wilford Woodruff’s views
concerning the Manifesto, and a statement about the 1978 priesthood
revelation, would likewise be beneficial for the best use of these scrip-
tures.

The new editions virtually offer a comprehensive course of study
in the gospel of Jesus Christ and were designed for use by seminary
and institute students, missionaries, and the general membership of
the Church. However, even an advanced scholar can benefit from the
chapter headings, Joseph Smith Translation entries, alternate read-
ings from Hebrew and Greek, easy-to-read reference system, and oth-
er such features.2

THE BIBLE

The text of the new edition is the King James Version (in Britain,
known as the ‘‘Authorized Version’’), which is the official English-
language Bible of the Church. No modifications of any kind were
made in the text itself, the additions being limited to extensive study
aids. The cross-references, chapter headings, footnotes, topical
guide, and Bible dictionary are not official pronouncements of
Church doctrine although the committees who prepared them en-
deavored to be accurate.

Chapter Headings

Every chapter in the Bible has an explanatory, descriptive head-
ing written especially for this new edition to give the reader a preview
of the chapter, usually with a doctrinal emphasis. The headings are
interpretive and actually serve as a commentary to each chapter. The
following example from Genesis chapter 3 will illustrate this point.
Other editions of the Bible have depicted the events of this chapter as
““Man’s shameful fall’” and ‘‘The serpent cursed’’ (headnotes in the
missionary edition). The new LDS edition reads,

The Serpent (Lucifer) decetves Eve—She and then Adam partake of
the forbidden fruit—Her Seed (Christ) shall bruise the Serpent’s
head—Role of woman, and of man—Adam and Eve cast out of the Gar-
den of Eden—Adam presides—Eve becomes the mother of all lving.

2Lavina Fielding Anderson, "‘Church Publishes First LDS Edition of the Bible,”” Ensign 9 (October 1979):
8-18.
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Topical Guide and Concordance

The topical guide and concordance 1s a major segment of the new
material, consisting of 3495 entries, at least 750 of which are extensive
collections of scriptural statements, with references from all of the
standard works. This topical guide, which is really a subject-matter
index, 1s 2 most useful instrument and in a unique way shows that the
four standard works teach the same doctrine, thus effectively demon-
strating that they are witnesses for each other. The alphabetical en-
tries are so constructed that in a matter of minutes any reader can
locate a2 number of passages from the standard works on almost any
gospel topic. Passages are given first from the Old Testament, then
the New Testament, the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Cove-
nants, and then the Pearl of Great Price.

A committee of six persons prepared these materials, which were
tirst published 1n 1977 as A Topical Guide to the Scriptures of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This publication field-
tested the materials and also allowed its many users to note errors and
omissions and thus improve its contents. Every copy contained a
detachable form which asked for readers’ suggestions to be sent to
the committee. That volume was subsequently revised and published
in the new edition of the Bible in 1979, as ‘“Topical Guide with
Selected Concordance and Index.”’

This guide is at once extensive yet stmple 1n 1ts construction. For
example, under the general topic of ‘‘Jesus Christ,”’ there are nearly
1600 scriptures. This large number of references would be unwieldly
were it not for the alphabetical arrangement of fifty-eight subtopics
that provide a very definite selection of information from each of the
standard works.

The Joseph Smith Translation

The new LDS edition of the Bible retains the text of the King
James Version throughout, but augments it with more than 600 foot-
note passages from the Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible. These
footnotes cite the reference to and reprint the text of the Joseph
Smith Translation if it is not more than eight lines long. Excerpts
longer than eight lines are included in a seventeen-page collection,
beginning on page 797 of the appendix under the title “‘Joseph
Smith Translation: Excerpts Too Lengthy for Inclusion in Foot-
notes.”” The Book of Moses and ‘‘Joseph Smith-Matthew’’ (formerly
“Joseph Smith 1”’) in the Pearl of Great Price are also excerpts from
the Joseph Smith Translation, but since most users of the new LDS
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edition of the Bible will also have a copy of the Pearl of Great Price,
footnotes to ‘‘Moses’’ and ‘‘Joseph Smith-Matthew’’ are designated
by citation only.

The Joseph Smith Translation provides many items of clarifica-
tion as well as additional information, and its contributions are usual-
ly doctrinal in nature. Entries range from short items consisting of
the correction of one word to long passages of hundreds of words.

An example of a Joseph Smith Translation entry is found in con-
nection with John 4:1-3. The subject is baptism and the King James
Version reads:

When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus
made and baptized more disciples than John (Though Jesus himself
baptized not, but his disciples), He left Judea.

The foregoing passage leads one to conclude that Jesus did not per-
sonally perform water baptisms. The corresponding passage from the
Joseph Smith Translation John 4:1-5 clearly atfirms that he did:

When therefore the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized
more disciples than John, they sought more diligently some means that
they might put him to death; for many received John as a prophet, but
they believed not on Jesus. Now the Lord knew this, though he himself
baptized not so many as his disciples; For he suffered them for an exam-
ple, preferring one another. And he left Judea.

Other passages remove contradictions, clarify obscure or vague
statements, correct erroneous conclusions, and offer much informa-
tion not available from any other source. The Joseph Smith Transla-
tion is one of the major contributions of the Prophet Joseph Smith
toward understanding the Bible, and it is an excellent study guide to
help readers obtain the true meaning and intention of many
passages.

The Bible Dictionary

The new dictionary is based upon the Cambridge dictionary that
appeared for many years in the missionary edition of the Bible used in
the Church, but this dictionary has been improved in three major
ways: (1) Items considered by the committee either to be in error or
of insufficient value to be given space in the new dictionary were
omitted. (2) Items that were incomplete, because they were based on
the Bible alone, were strengthened and complemented by latter-day
revelation and also the teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith con-
tained in the History of the Church (abbreviated HC in the new edi-
tions). This includes entries on the Fall, Zion, Urim and Thummim,
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Adam, sacrifice, and hundreds of others. (3) New entries were added
that were basic to the gospel, including discussions on such matters as
dispensation of the fulness of times, Aaronic priesthood, Melchizedek
priesthood, the family, and many others. The changes in the new
dictionary are doctrinal rather than cultural or geographical. It con-
tains a total of 1285 entries.

Alternate Readings from Hebrew and Greek
Even though the King James Version is unchanged in the new
edition, additional help 1s oftf:n needed because some of its passages
do not adequately reflect the Hebrew and Greek texts. Therefore,
alternate readings, developed by scholars at Brigham Young Univers:-
ty, are provided in the footnotes to clarity obscure and obsolete terms
and to explain idiomatic phrases. For example, created (Gen. 1:1) Is
shown in the fmtmte to have the meaning in Hebrew of ‘‘shaped’
r ‘‘fashioned.’”” The phrase ‘‘multiply thy sorrow and thy concep-
tion” (Gen. 3:16) is shown to mean in Hebrew ‘‘increase thy discom-
fort and thy size (i.e., in the condition and process of pregnancy).”
The phrase “‘seek judgment’’ (Isa. 1:17) is shown to mean “‘seek
justice’’; and ‘They Judgf: not the fatherless’” (Isa. 1:23) means
“‘they do not do justice to”’ the fatherless. The phrase ‘‘searcheth the
rems” (Rev. 2:23) is shown in the Greek text to mean searcheth the
‘“‘desires and thoughts " The ‘‘noisome . . . sote’” (Rev. 16:2) n
the Greek is really a “‘bad’” or “‘evil’” sote. Instead of John’s looking
upon the scarlet woman with ‘‘great admlrauoﬂ” (Rev 17:6), the
footnote shows the meaning to be great ‘‘astonishment.”” Although
such helps are found throughout the entire Bible, LDS readers will
probably most appreciate those in Genests, Isaiah, and Revelation
because the subject matter of these books has such a direct bearing on
the latter-days.

- THE BOOK OF MORMON

Prelimunary Pages

One of the significant additions of the 1981 edition of the Book
of Mormon is a one-page introduction that briefly explains what the
Book of Mormon is. This introduction declares that ‘‘the crowning
event recorded in the Book of Mormon is the personal ministry of the
Lord Jesus Christ among the Nephites soon after his resurrection.”
Also included is the Prophet Joseph Smith’s declaration that the Book
of Mormon is ‘‘the most correct of any book on earth, and the key-
stone of our religion, and a man would get nearer to God by abiding
by its precepts, than by any other book.”
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Earlier editions of the Book of Mormon contained ‘‘The Testimo-
ny of Three Witnesses,”’” ‘‘The Testimony of Eight Witnesses,”” and
an article bearing the caption ‘‘Origin of the Book of Mormon.”’
These are also included in the new edition, but the latter article has a
new title, ““Testimony of the Prﬂphetjuseph Smith.”” One of the ef-
fects of this new caption is to create an impressive crescendo in the
testimonies of these special witnesses, culminating in the testimony of
the Prophet Joseph Smith, who is the greatest witness.

Chapter Headings

Every chapter in the 1981 edition of the Book of Mormon has
been given a new descriptive, interpretive, and explanatory heading.
For example, the former heading to 2 Nephi 3 read:

Lebi to bis son Joseph—A prophecy by Joseph in Egypt—A choice seer
foretold—The mission of Moses—Hebrew and Nephite scriptures.

The new heading is more specific:

Joseph in Egypt saw the Nephites in vision—He prophesied of Joseph
Smith, the latter-day seer; of Moses, who would deltver Israel; and of
the coming forth of the Book of Mormon.

Another example showing the increase of detail in the new
headings is seen in 3 Nephi 15. Former heading:

The Law of Moses superceded—The Giver of the Law fulfills the
Law—The sheep of another fold.

New heading:

Jesus announces that the law of Moses is fulfilled in him—The Nephites

are the other sheep of whom he spake in Jerusalem—Because of iniquity

the Lord’s people in Jerusalem do not know of the scattered sheep of
Israel.

The hundreds of new chapter headings constitute a kind of com-
mentary to the Book of Mormon.

Text Corrections

Throughout the various printings and editions of the Book of
Mormon, beginning with the first English edition in 1830, there have
occurred some variations in the text. Most of these have been slight
and often have not seriously affected the meaning of the passage;
however, some have been significant enough to warrant correction.

A researcher seeking to determine the original and/or correct
text of the Book of Mormon has several advantages and source materi-
als of a kind that are not available to those seeking the original texts
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of the Bible. For one thing, a sizeable portion of the original
manuscript of the Book of Mormon, which Joseph Smith dictated to
Oliver Cowdery and other scribes, is extant and is housed in the ar-
chives of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Salt Lake
City. It consists of 144 hand-written pages covering material roughly
from 1 Nephi 2 to 2 Nephi 1, Alma 22 through 46, and also parts of
the book of Helaman. A complete copy of the original, which is prin-
cipally but not entirely in the handwriting of Oliver Cowdery, is also
extant and 1s generally referred to as ‘‘the printer’s copy’’ because it
was made to be used in setting the type for the first edition of the
Book of Mormon. This manuscript is owned by the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (RLDS) and is housed in
Missouri. It consists of 466 pages and contains some slight variations
from the original dictated manuscript. Both of these documents have

been used for research by members of the LDS and RLDS churches.

In addition to the original prepublication handwritten docu-
ments, copies are also available of every printed edition of the Book of
Mormon. Those most notable for comparison of the text are the
1830, 1837, 1840, 1852, 1876, and 1920 editions. The first three are
particularly valuable because they were printed during the lifetime of
the Prophet Joseph Smith and some copies contain editorial notes by
him. The title page to the third edition (1840) contains the state-
ment that it has been ‘‘Carefully Revised by the Translator.”

Many of the variations in the text of the Book of Mormon consist
of unintentional departures by the typesetter of the first edition from
the handwritten manuscript, while others are transcription errors by
Oliver Cowdery as he made the printer’s copy. Furthermore, studies
show that some typographical errors have persisted in every edition of
the Book of Mormon, and other variations have occurred in some, but
not all, of the many printed editions. Fortunately there have been
scholars who, being aware of these variations, have commented on
them in their formal papers and other publications.? The 1981 edi-
tion has benefited from such research and has at least 265 corrections
of which about 100 are substantial enough to affect the meaning. A
few significant items are as follows:

1 Nephi 13:24. Instead of ‘‘plainness of the gospel,’”’ the new
edition uses ‘‘fulness of the gospel.”” The original dictated manuscript

3Among these are Jeffrey R. Holland, ‘*An Analysis of Selected Changes in Major Editions of the Book of
Mormon—1830-1920"" (Master’s thesis, Brigham Young University, 1966); Stanley R. Larson, ‘A Study of
Some Textual Variations in the Book of Mormon Comparing the Original and the Printer’s Manuscripts and
the 1830, the 1837, and the 1840 Editions’’ (Master’s thesis, Brigham Young University, 1974); and Richard
P. Howard, Restoration Scriptures: A Study of Their Textual Development (Independence, Mo.: Herald
Publishing House, 1969).
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says ‘‘fulness.”” The printer’s copy says ‘‘plainness,’”’ which was an
understandable human error because “‘plain’’ and ‘‘plainness’” occur
several times in the same chapter and ‘‘plainness’’ is the topic of the
passage. All subsequent editions have used ‘‘plainness’’ because of
the influence of the first printing. The 1981 edition returned to the
original text because ‘‘fulness’’ seems to be consistent with the in-
tended meaning of the passage, which is a declaration that many
plain and precious things have been taken out of the Bible; therefore
it no longer contains the fulness of the gospel message.

1 Neph: 19:2. Instead of ‘‘engraven upon those plates,’’
““engraven upon those first plates’” is used. The history of this
passage is the same as that of the previous entry; that 1s, the word in
the original text was dropped in the printer’s copy, and all subse-
quent printings have omitted it. The passage is more precise with the
word first included. On the basis of the original manuscript the word
first has been restored to the 1981 text.

1 Nephi 19:23. “‘“The book of Moses’’ becomes ‘‘the books of
Moses.”” The justification for this correction 1s that the original
manuscript uses the plural ‘‘books’’; the printer’s copy uses ‘‘book.”’
The correction 1s also reasonable and necessary since Moses wrote
more than one book, and the Book of Mormon itself speaks of the
““five books of Moses’’ (1 Nephi 5:11).

2 Nephi 2:27. Instead of ‘‘the great mediation,’’ the 1981 edi-
tion uses ‘‘the great Mediator.”” This passage was obviously a reading
error by the typesetter. The original manuscript is not extant. The
printer’s manuscript reads ‘‘Mediator,”” but the first and all subse-
quent editions have read ‘‘mediation.’”’ The sentence 1s grammatical-
ly more correct with Mediator because it retains the parallel structure
that the choice for mankind is between Christ (the great Mediator)
and the devil. This parallelism is weakened by the uses of the word
““mediation.’’ Correcting this passage is therefore of significance for
grammatical accuracy as well as doctrinal emphasis.

2 Nephi 30:6. Instead of ‘‘white and delightsome,”” as in
most earlier editions, the 1981 edition uses ‘‘pure and delight-
some,’’ in reference to future Lamanite generations. The printer’s
copy says ‘‘white.”” Unfortunately, the remaining portion of the
original dictated manuscript does not include this scripture. The
1830 and 1837 editions of the Book of Mormon, based on the print-
er’s copy, also say ‘‘white.”” However, the 1840 edition, which was
“carefully’’ revised by the Prophet Joseph Smith, uses “‘pure’’ in
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place of ‘‘white.’”” All subsequent editions have reverted to ‘‘white,’
probably because the 1852 edition (the next after the 1840) was based
on the 1837 edition rather than on the 1840. In the process of arrang-
ing the 1981 edition the committee presented all of the textual cor-
rections along with the reason for each proposed correction to the First
Presidency and the Twelve for approval. The decision to use ‘‘pure’’
in this passage was made not on the basis of the original manuscripts
(as were most other cases) but on the 1840 revision by the Prophet
Joseph Smith and the judgment of the living prophets. This correc-
tion does not negate the concept that future generations of Lamanites
will become white, but it removes the concept that one has to be
white to be delightsome to the Lord.

Mosiah 29:15. ‘‘Him have I punished according to the law which
has been given’’ is corrected to ‘‘him have I punished according to
the crime which he has committed, according to the law which has
been given.”” Although the original manuscript is not extant, the
printet’s copy contains the whole passage, as did the 1830 printing.
However, the 1837 and all subsequent printings have omitted *‘ac-
cording to the crime which he has committed.”” An omission of this
kind seems to have occurred because of the repetition of the words
“‘according to the,’’ the typesetter’s eye easily passing to the last in-
stance and not seeing the intervening words. This phenomenon hap-
pens often enough that textual critics have given it a name: Aomzoeo-
archton (meaning ‘‘same beginnings’’) or homoeotelenton (same
endings). It is a problem to anyone copying extensive amounts of
material or to a printer setting type. In this case (Mosiah 29:15)
material was omitted from the text by the typesetter. Although the
incomplete passage still makes sense, the important detail, that
punishment was measured according to the crime, was lost. In other
instances the same process was responsible for the loss of material that
was more vital to the meaning, as the next example illustrates.

Alma 32:30. Chapter 32 contains Alma’s discourse comparing
faith in God to the sprouting of a seed and growth of a plant. Both
the original manuscript and the printer’s copy show that the printed
editions have omitted thirty-five words from the latter part of verse 30.
In the original, the phrase “‘sprouteth and beginneth to grow’’ occurs
three times in close proximity. However, the first printed edition
(1830) retained only two of these phrases, thus losing the rest of the
material. All subsequent editions of the Book of Mormon have re-
flected the 1830 loss, which is clearly the result of the typesetter’s
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mistaking the last phrase of the copy as the one he had just set.
The thirty-five words have now been restored to the 1981 text:
““*And now, behold, will not this strengthen your faith? Yea, it will
strengthen your faith: for ye will say I know that this is a good seed;
for behold it sprouteth and beginneth to grow.”’

The foregoing example is the most extensive restoration in any
portion of the Book of Mormon and is necessary not only for textual
accuracy but also because the words are needed to complete the
thought expressed by Alma, that one’s experience in the initial
growth of faith is a strengthening process toward even greater faith.

Alma 16:5. Instead of whether, the 1981 text uses whither. The
situation described in this passage 1s a time of war in which some
Nephites have been taken captive by the Lamanites. In the earlier
editions the chief captain over the Nephite armies goes to Alma the
high priest (because Alma has the spirit of prophecy) and asks whez-
er the Lord would that they should go in search of their captive
brethren. Use of the word whezher means to ask zf they should go or
not. The original manuscript is not extant for this passage, but the
printer’s copy uses the word whether, as have all editions of the
printed Book of Mormon. However, the printer’s copy also contains a
correction that was made during work for the 1837 edition, indicating
the word should be whither. Why this correction was not incor-
porated into the 1837 edition 1s not known. It has now been included
in the 1981 edition. The word whither of course means ‘‘where,”’ not
“if.”” The proper sense of the passage therefore is where ‘‘shall we go
to find our brethren?’’ That whither is the proper word 1s further
verified 1n the next verse in which Alma tells them where to go to
rescue the prisoners.

Explanatory Footnotes

In addition to cross-references to all LDS scriptures, the 1981 edi-
tion contains a number of explanatory or content footnotes. These
occur occasionally to explain terms that seem to have a Hebrew con-
nection, such as in 1 Nephi 2:10, in which Lehi wishes his son Lemuel
could be like a ‘‘valley, firm and steadfast, and immovable in keep-
ing the commandments of the Lord!”” The footnote reads, ‘‘IE
like Ezion-geber, the Hebrew roots of which denote firmness and
strength, or might of a man.”’

When Ishmael died, he “‘was buried in the place which was called
Nahom’ and his daughters ‘‘did mourn exceedingly’’ (1 Nephi
16:34-35). The footnote for the word Nazhomz reads: ‘‘HEB probably
‘consolation,’ from verb zaham, ‘be sorry, console one-self.””’
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The quotations from Isaiah contain many footnotes explaining
Hebrew terms and comparative information with the Joseph Smith
Translation and the Book of Mormon. For example, at 2 Nephi 12:2
the following footnote occurs: ‘‘Comparison with the King James
Bible 1in English shows that there are differences in more than half of
the 433 verses of Isaiah quoted in the Book of Mormon, while about
200 verses have the same wording as KJV.”” Another footnote (for 2
Nephi 11:8) reads, ‘‘See the Latter-day Saint edition of the King
James Version of the Bible for other notes and cross-references on
these chapters from Isaiah.”’

Pronouncing Guide

At the conclusion of the 1981 edition of the Book of Mormon 1s a
new version of the Pronouncing Guide that suggests probable sounds
of the words from the Book of Mormon.

Index

An extensive index of 416 pages and nearly 2500 topics is placed
in the back portion of the Triple Combination for all three standard
works. The headings are followed by separate paragraphs for refer-
ences from the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and
the Pearl of Great Price. When any of the three books 1s published
separately, it will contain its portion of the index. One of the features
of this index is that it frequently refers the readers to the topical guide
and /or the Bible dictionary for additional information.

THE DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS

The new ‘‘Explanatory Introduction’ to the Doctrine and
Covenants is designed (1) to inform the reader as to why a collection
of revelations like those contained in the Doctrine and Covenants ex-
ists, (2) to present a short history of various printings, (3) to present
the ‘“Testimony of the Twelve Apostles [of 1835] to the Truth of the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants,”” and (4) to explain how this new
edition 1s different from earlier ones. It closes with the explanation
that various errors have occurred and been perpetuated in previous
editions, especially in dates and geographic place-names given in the
historical portions of the headnotes; therefore, some minor correc-
tions were in order in this 1981 edition.

Other special features of this edition include two new sections
(137 and 138), material by President Wilford Woodruff about the
Manifesto of 1890, and the First Presidency statement about the
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priesthood revelation of 1978. There are also improved cross-
references, improved section headings, new subject-matter sum-
maries for each section, and four maps showing major geographical
locations—all of which help readers understand and rejoice in the
message the Lord has given in the Doctrine and Covenants.

Corrections and additions were made when error had occurred or
when it seemed that fuller explanation was needed in the headnotes
than had been given in previous editions. Considerable care was
given to assure accuracy. Most of the alterations were made in the
headnotes. Changes in the text were basically limited to punctuation
(see D&C 76:16-17) and a few deletions of unnecessary words (see
D&C 78). It would not be feasible in a summary article such as this to
include every variant, but we will present a few to show what has been
done. We will also attempt to give the rationale behind the correc-
tions in the new edition.4

Section Headnotes

In the earlier editions of the Doctrine and Covenants, the head-
notes contained two types of material—historical background and a
content summary. These were printed all the way across the page,
covering the space of two columns. In the new edition, the headnotes
contain historical and background information only and still reach
across the entire page. The content summaries are separated from the
history and placed at the top of the left-hand column, consistent with
the format used in the chapter summaries of both the Bible and the
Book of Mormon. It thus places the content summary, which is gen-
erally doctrinal in nature, in a paragraph by itself in a more con-
spicuous position than formerly used.

Many of the historical background portions are significantly dif-
terent from earlier headings. A discussion of some of the headnotes
and the reasons why they are different follows in the numerical order
of the sections:

Section 1. Beginning with the 1921 edition, the heading read:
“REVELATION gzven through Joseph Smith the Prophet, during a
special conference of Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
aay Saints, held at Hiram, Ohio, November 1, 1831."" The 1981 edi-
tion omits the phrase “‘of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.’’

4Information for corrections and additions was drawn from many sources, the most significant of which

are Robert J. Woodford, ‘“The Historical Development of the Doctrine and Covenants’’ (Ph.D. diss.,
Brigham Young University, 1974); and Lyndon W. Cook, prepublication manuscript for his book The Revela-
tions of the Prophet Joseph Smith (Provo, Utah: Seventy’s Mission Bookstore, 1981). In addition, many of
the faculty of religious instruction at BYU contributed individual items and made helpful suggestions.
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When the Church was organized on 6 April 1830, 1t was called
the Church of Christ (see D&C 20:1), as is evident from many early
documents, including the title page of the Book of Commandments
printed in 1833. The complete title of the Church as we know it to-
day was not revealed until 1838 (see D&C 115:3-4). Therefore, it
would be anachronistic to refer to the Church in 1831 by a title 1t did
not receive until 1838. This minor but historically accurate adjust-

ment was also made in the headings of sections 21, 22, and 102.
Section 2. Former editions have read, ‘“WORDS SPOKEN BY
MORONI, the Angel, to Joseph Smith the Prophet.”’ The new edition
reads, ‘‘An extract from the words of the angel Moroni to Joseph
Smith the Prophet.”’ Since Moroni spoke many more words than
those presented in section 2, this clarification seems appropriate.
Section 3. The former heading ‘‘REVELATION gzven to Joseph
Smith the Prophet, at Harmony, Pennsylvania, July, 1828, relating to
the loss of certain manuscripts of the first part of the Book of Mor-
mon . . .’ 1s enlarged to read: ‘‘. . . relating to the loss of 116
pages of manuscript transiated from the first part of the Book of Mor-

mon, which was called the ‘Book of Lebi.’”’

A similar clarification occurs in the heading to section 10. A
footnote to D&C 10:42 explains the reason for the change: “‘In the
Preface to the first edition of the Book of Mormon, the Prophet ex-
plained that the material in the 116 pages had been translated from a

S rr?

portion of the plates called the ‘Book of Lehi.

Section 11. This revelation was given through Joseph Smith the
Prophet to his brother Hyrum and carries a date of May 1829. Its
placement in the Doctrine and Covenants tends to suggest a time pri-
or to the restoration of the Aaronic Priesthood on 15 May 1829 (sec-
tion 13). However, in the History of the Church, compiled from data
dictated or approved by the Prophet, the revelation to Hyrum is
placed after the restoration of the Aaronic Priesthood.> Conse-
quently, an explanatory note in the new edition indicates that sec-
tion 11 possibly was received ‘‘after the restoration of the Aaronic

Priesthood.”’

Section 30. This 1s a revelation to David Whitmer, Peter
Whitmer, Jr., and John Whitmer. The heading is essentially the
same in both the former and new editions for the date, place, and
recipients. However, the new edition adds the following histor-
ical comment: “‘Originally this material was published as three

sSJoseph Smith, Jr., History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2d ed. rev., 7 vols. (Salt
Lake City: Deseret News, 1932-51), 1:39-46; hereafter cited as History of the Church.
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revelations; it was combined into one section by the Prophet for
the 1835 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants.”’ In the Book
of Commandments (1833) this material appears separately as chap-
ters 31, 32, and 33.

Section 34. The forepart of the heading is essentially unchanged
except for a comment that Parley P. Pratt is an ‘‘o/der brother’’ to
Orson Pratt. However, at the end of the heading the new edition
adds: ‘‘This revelation was recerved in the Peter Whitmer, Sen.,
pome.’’

Section 35. The former editions read,

REVELATION given to Joseph Smith the Prophet, and Sidney Rigdon,
December 1830. As a preface to his record of this revelation the Prophet
wrote: ‘‘In December, Sidney Rigdon came to inquire of the Lord, and
with him came Edward Partridge; the latter was a pattern of piety and
one of the Lord’s great men.’’

The new edition alters this considerably:

Revelation given to Joseph Smith the Prophet and Sidney Rigdon, at or
near Fayette, New York, December 1830. . . . At this time the Proph-
et was engaged almost daily in making a translation of the Bible. The
translation was begun as early as June 1830, and both Olwer Cowdery
and John Whitmer had served as scribes. Since they had now been
called to other duties, Sidney Rigdon was called by divine appointment
to serve as the Prophet's scribe in this work (verse 20). As a preface to
bis record of this revelation the Prophet wrote: ‘‘In December Sidney
Rigdon came [from Obio] to inquire of the Lord, and with him came
Edward Partridge. . . . Shortly after the arrival of these two brethren,
thus spake the Lord.’’

In order to show the context of this revelation, it seems necessary to
provide information about the work of translating the Bible in which
the Prophet was engaged. Furthermore, since the revelation was to
Sidney Rigdon, it seems appropriate to delete from the former head-
ing the reference to the character of Edward Partridge and include 1t
in the heading to section 36, which is a revelation to him.

Section 43. The former heading declared that the first part of the
revelation was addressed to the elders of the Church and the latter
part to the nations of the earth. However, a close reading of the
revelation suggests that the entire revelation is to the elders. This is
handled accordingly in the 1981 edition: ‘‘The first part deals with

¢Discourse by Orson Pratt, 18 September 1859, Journal of Discourses, 26 vols. (London: Latter-day
Saints’ Book Depot, 1854-86; reprint ed., 1967), 7:311.
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matters of Church polity, the latter part contains a warning that the
elders are to give to the nations of the earth.”’

Section 49. This revelation was given to Sidney Rigdon, Parley P.
Pratt, and Leman Copley about the religious group known as the
Shaking Quakers. The new edition explains that the correct name of
the Shakers was ‘‘United Society of Believers in Christ’s Second Ap-
pearing.”’7 It also adds useful information about some of the major
doctrinal concepts held by the Shakers, enabling the reader to better
understand certain statements in the revelation. The new edition

thus adds the following to the heading:

Some of the beliefs of the Shakers were that Christ's second coming had
already occurred and he bad appeared in the form of a woman, Ann
Lee; baptism by water was not considered essential; the eating of pork
was specifically forbidden, and many did not eat any meat; and a celr-
bate life was considered higher than marriage. In prefacing this revela-
tion, the Prophet wrote: ‘‘In order to have a more perfect understand-
ing on the subject, I inquired of the Lord, and received the following. '’

When the reader has some idea of the beliefs of the Shakers,
he can see the intent of the revelation more clearly. For instance,
verses 5-10 have a strong emphasis on the facts that Jesus 1s the Son of
God and the Savior of all the world and that he will come again to
earth. Verses 22-23 declare that when the Savior comes he will not
come ‘‘in the form of a woman, neither of a man traveling on the
earth.”” This precise information has direct bearing upon the Shak-
ers’ doctrine, for they believed Jesus had already come—as a woman.
Likewise, verses 11-14 emphasize the ordinances of the gospel, in-
cluding the necessity of baptism. Verses 15-17 speak against willful
celibacy; verses 18-19 declare that the eating of meat is not forbidden
by the Lord. Each of these declarations is directed at some aspect of
the Shakers’ belief. Without a knowledge of those beliefs, the reader
of this revelation might not see the significance of what the Lord i1s
saying and the revelation would appear to be of general application.
The background shows the revelation has specific intent.

The new heading closes with this statement: ‘‘The revelation

refuted some of the basic concepts of the Shaker group. The afore-
mentioned brethren took a copy of the revelation to the Shaker com-
munity (near Cleveland, Ohio) and read it to them in its entirety, but
it was refected.’’

7The material concerning the Shakers’ beliefs was obtained from Milton V. Backman, Jr., of the BYU
religious instruction faculty; and several written sources, notably Frederick William Evans, Compendium of
the Origin, History, Principles, Rules and Regulations, Government, and Doctrines of the United Society of
Believers in Christ's Second Appearing (New York: D. Appleton and Co., 1859).
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Two other items that clarify this revelation should also be noted.
Verse 18 reads, ‘‘and whoso forbiddeth to abstain from meats, that
man should not eat the same, 1s not ordained of God.’’ The awkward
wording—‘‘forbiddeth to abstain’’—has the same effect as a double
negative and could cause misunderstanding by seemingly saying that
the eating of meat zs forbidden. The obvious meaning of the passage,
however, 1s clear 1n verse 19, which states that ‘‘the beasts of the field
and the fowls of the air’’ are ‘‘ordained for the use of man for food
and for raiment.”’ As an added clarification, the new edition con-
tains a footnote for verse 18 as follows: ‘‘IE biddeth to abstain; see
v. 19 and Gen. 9:3-4.”

In verse 21 we find the statement: ‘‘And wo be unto man that
sheddeth blood or that wasteth flesh and hath no need.”” To this is
appended the corollary footnote that reads: ““TG Life, Sanctity of. JST
Gen. 9:11 And surely, blood shall not be shed, only for meat, to save
your lives; and the blood of every beast will I require at your hands.”’

Section 61. This revelation was given on the bank of the Missouri
River at a place called Mcllwaine’s Bend. The new heading offers
several clarifications, one of which corrects the earlier statement that
placed the revelation on the *‘first day of a journey’’ on the Missouri
River. Based on a study of the historical records,® the new heading
states that the event took place on the ‘‘third day of the rourney.”
Another helpful feature connected with this revelation is that the
map on page 297 of the new edition, showing ‘‘The Missouri-Illinois
Area,’”’ locates Mcllwaine’s Bend. The location of this site has been
generally unknown, but through calculations made by modern schol-
ars from information in journals and diaries it has been located.?

Section 72. This revelation has to do with the appointment of
the second bishop in the Church. The new edition explains that
“this section is a compilation of two revelations recerved on the same
day. Verses 1-8 make known the calling of Newel K. Whitney as a
bishop. He was then called and ordained, after which verses 9-26
were recewed giwing additional information as to a bishop’s
duties.’’ 10

Section 78. Most students of Church history are aware that sec-
tions 78, 82, 92, 96, 103, 104, and 105 carried a number of code
names and words used to disguise the identity of the persons, places,

8A. Sidney Gilbert, “‘Book of Commandments, Laws and Covenants,”” Book B, Library-Archives,
Historical Department of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah (hereafter cited
as Church Archives), as cited in Cook, Revelations of Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 143.

9Max Parkin and Lyndon Cook, as cited in Cook, Revelations of Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 143.

10The clarification for this division comes from the *“‘Kirtland Revelation Book,”’ Church Archives,
pp. 13-15.
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and concepts referred to. The original drafts of these revelations did
not contain these code words but used rather the real names of the
persons and places. These code words began with the 1835 edition of
the Doctrine and Covenants. However, many readers have not
understood why these unusual names were used. Some have sup-
posed they represented a divine or revealed name of the persons and
perhaps pertained to a past or future existence. This evidently was
not the case. The code names were used 1n 1835 so as not to expose to
the enemies of the Church the identity of the persons, places, or con-
cepts. The 1876 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants printed the
real names in brackets after the code words. This practice was con-
tinued until the 1981 edition. Since there exists no present need to
have the code names, the 1981 edition uses only the names in the
original manuscript. This procedure is explained in the new head-
note to sections 78 and 82.

Section 82 has some additional interesting factors requiring
further discussion. Prepublication handwritten manuscripts are
available for all of the revelations containing code words except for
section 82. Since the printed editions of section 82 have four code
names not found in the other sections, the people to whom they refer
remained unidentified, even in the new 1981 edition. This is ex-
plained in a footnote to verse 11: ‘‘Alam was probably Edward Par-
tridge. See HC 1:363. The other unusual names in this verse are not
identifiable at this time.”” Although some current scholars attempted
to identify the three remaining persons referred to in the unusual
names (Mahalaleel, Harah and Shalemanasseh), there was not a con-
sensus, and it seemed best therefore not to identify these code words
in the new edition.

Much of what we know about the origin of the unusual names
was given 1n an article by Elder Orson Pratt, longtime Church Histor:-
an and a member of the Twelve. He explained the circumstances that
gave rise to the names, and he also identified some of the persons.
But he was writing from memory and made some errors.’! Some of
the words such as Baurak Ale (formerly in D&C 105:16) and Baneemzy
(1in 105:27) have Hebrew origins.

Section 86. This revelation clarifies some aspects of the parable
of the wheat and the tares contained in Matthew 13. The former
heading read, ‘‘REVELATION given through Joseph Smith the Proph-
et, at Kirtland, Ohbio; December 6, 1832.”” The new heading adds

Discourse by Orson Pratt, 16 August 1873, Journal of Discourses, 16:156; see also Orson Pratt, The
Seer (1853-54; reprint ed., Salt Lake City: Eugene Wagner, n.d.), pp. 227-29.
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by way of explanation, ‘‘This revelation was received while the
Prophet was reviewing and editing the manuscript of the translation

of the Bible.’’

There are interesting historical items that contribute to the
foregoing statement. The Prophet had already completed the trans-
lation of the New Testament by March 1832, eight months before he
received the revelation recorded as section 86. In his initial transla-
tion, the Prophet did not alter Matthew 13:30, which in the King
James Version places the gathering of the tares before the gathering
of the wheat. However, the Joseph Smith Translation manuscript has
a note pinned over the passage, making the proper correction that the
wheat 1s gathered first. This corresponds with the sequence given in
D&C 86:7. This correction apparently was added on 6 December 1832,
while the Prophet was reviewing the manuscript for publication.
Although this entire ‘‘review’’ was not completed until July 183312
in December the Prophet was working with Matthew 13.

A note in the Prophet’s journal for 6 December 1832 reads,
““December 6 translating and received a revelation explaining the
Parable of the Wheat and the Tares etc.’’'3 The activity referred to by
the Prophet apparently has reference to his review of the Bible manu-
script. This example is an illustration that during the process of the
Bible translation the Prophet received light and inspiration, not only
correcting errors that had crept into the Bible but also providing addi-
tional information. In this case, section 86 not only corrects a biblical
error but also interprets the parable in terms of latter-day fultillment.
This revelation also demonstrates the close relationship that existed
between the translation of the Bible and the reception of many reve-
lations now contained in the Doctrine and Covenants.

Section 87. The former editions have the following headnote:
““REVELATION AND PROPHECY ON W AR, gwen through Joseph Smaith
the Prophet, December 25, 1832."" The new edition adds the follow-
ing: ‘‘This section was received at a time when the brethren were
reflecting and reasoning upon African slavery on the American conti-
nent and the slavery of the children of men throughout the world.’’
This information 1s attributed to President Brigham Young.14

Section 88. The earlier heading read, ‘‘REVELATION gzven
through Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Kirtland, Ohio, December 27,
1832. Designated by the Prophet, the Olive Leaf.”” It has been

2History of the Church, 1:324.
3Joseph Smith Journal, 6 December 1832, Church Archives. We are indebted to Stephen Knecht for
insight on the situaton.

14Discourse by Brigham Young, 20 May 1860, Journa/ of Discourses, 8:58.
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enlarged in the 1981 edition to read, ‘It was designated by the
Prophet as the ‘olive leaf . . . plucked from the Tree of Paradise,
the Lord's message of peace to us.’ It appears from the historical
records that portions of this revelation were recetved on December 27
and 28, 1832, and January 3, 1833.71

Section 89. The heading in former editions read, ‘‘REVELATION
given through Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Kirtland, Obio, Feb-
ruary 27, 1833, known as the Word of Wisdom.”’ The 1981 edition
adds the following background information: ‘‘As @ consequence of
the early brethren using tobacco in their meetings, the Prophet was
led to ponder upon the matter; consequently he inquired of the Lord
concerning 1t. This revelation, known as the Word of Wisdom, was
the result. The first three verses were originally written as an inspired
introduction and description by the Prophet.”’

When the Word of Wisdom was first printed, originally as a sep-
arate tract and later in the 1835 edition of the Doctrine and Cove-
nants, the material now contained in verses 1-3 consisted of a para-
graph that was not part of the text. It became a regular part of the
text in the 1921 edition.

Section 99. This revelation to John Murdock was placed 1n its
present sequence in the 1876 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants.
At that time, and in subsequent editions, the heading has listed the
date as August 1833. However, there 1s considerable evidence that
this date is incorrect. Brother Murdock’s own journal, the ‘‘Kirtland
Revelation Book,’”’ and the editions of the Doctrine and Covenants
previous to 1876 all give the date as August 1832.1¢ The earlier date
is certainly correct, especially as determined from the journal and its
sequence of events; therefore, the new edition gives the proper date
and adds this explanation: ‘‘Although editions of the Doctrine and
Covenants beginning with 1876 have listed this revelation as Kirt-
land, August 1833, earlier editions and other historical records certify
to the proper information.”’ The error of dating in the 1876 edition
has caused this section to be placed out of proper chronological order;
it should properly be between sections 83 and 84.

Section 102. The headings in the former editions of this section
have read, ‘“MINUTES of the organization of the first High Council of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, at Kirtland, Obhio,
February 17, 1834.”” The 1981 edition contains several significant
differences. To avoid an anachronistic reference to the present name

Woodford, ‘“Historical Development of the Doctrine and Covenants,”” pp. 1127-28.
16Cook, Revelations of Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 201.
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of the Church, the words zhe Church are used instead of the complete
title (see discussion of section 1).

Other additions in the headnote include the following: “‘The
original minutes were recorded by Elders Oliver Cowdery and Orson
Hyde. Two days later, the minutes were corrected by the Prophet,
read to the high council, and accepted by the council. Verses 30-32,
having to do with the Council of the Twelve Apostles, were added by
the Prophet Joseph Smith in 1835 when he prepared this section for
publication in the Doctrine and Covenants.”’ This addition was ap-
propriate and necessary since the Council of the Twelve was organized
in March 1835, a year after the Kirtland high council came into be-
ing, and a clarification between the two was needed.

Section 107. This extensive revelation on priesthood 1s dated in
the 1921 edition as 28 March 1835. However, it is clear that not all of
the section was received on that day. The 1981 edition adds this ex-
planation: ‘‘Although portions of this section were recetved on the
date named, the historical records affirm that various parts were
recetved at sundry times, some as early as November 1831.’

The records referred to tell us that when first published in the
1835 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants, this revelation was sec-
tion III and captioned ‘‘On Priesthood’’ with no date given. Later,
the 1876 edition was prepared by Elder Orson Pratt, and he placed
this revelation as section CVII with the explanation ‘‘¢4e fore part, or
first fifty-eight verses, being given March 28th, 1835, the other items
were revealed at sundry times.’”’ Since the entire document appeared
in the 1835 edition, the ‘‘sundry times’’ spoken of by Elder Pratt had
to have been earlier than 28 March 1835.

The material now in verses 59-100 is in the ‘‘Kirtland Revelation
Book,”” which states that this material was revealed in November
1831. This information clarifies D&C 107:58, which refers to an
earlier but unspecified revelation on Church government. Likewise,
verse 93, which speaks of a ‘‘vision showing the order of the sev-
enty,”’ also seems to refer to an earlier revelation. There are other
evidences that parts of section 107 were received earlier than the
traditional date. For example, verses 53-55 occur verbatim 1n a bless-
ing given by the Prophet to his father on 18 December 1833, sixteen
months before the popular date given for section 107.

The realization that section 107 is a compilation of revelations
rather than a single one received on 28 March 1835 1s historically
quite helpful to understanding the Doctrine and Covenants. It says
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something about how revelation comes and how it is used and indi-
cates that the Prophet received some revelations earlier than the date
under which they appear formally in the Doctrine and Covenants.

Section 108. This revelation 1s directed through the Prophet
Joseph Smith to Lyman Sherman. The former editions of the Doc-
trine and Covenants have not presented enough background material
in the heading to enable the reader to understand the content of the
revelation correctly; consequently, there has been some misunder-
standing concerning it. Former editions have interpreted the revela-
tion as a promise to Brother Sherman that he would be ordained to
the office of elder (see the heading to the 1921 and subsequent print-
ings). However, since Brother Sherman was already a seventy and a
high priest at the time of the revelation, some additional background
1s needed.

On 26 December 1835, Lyman Sherman came to the Prophet
and said he was ‘‘wrought upon’’ and troubled and desired a revela-
tion through the Prophet as to his (Sherman’s) duties.!” Just what
was bothering him is not specified.

The direction in D&C 108:2-4 (26 December 1835) is that
Brother Sherman should let his ‘‘soul be at rest concerning your
spiritual standing’’ and that he would be ‘‘remembered with the first
of mine elders, whom I have chosen.’’ This is not intended to mean
an ordination to the office of elder in the Melchizedek Priesthood (as
the 1921 edition states), since he was already a high priest, but seems
to mean something like, ““You shall be one of the first [leading]
elders in the Church, etc.”” In 1837 he was released from the office of
seventy (since at that time high priests could not be seventies) and
was subsequently called as a member of the Twelve (16 January 1839)
but died (February 1839) betore he was ordained. The headnote and
content summary to this section in the new edition of the Doctrine
and Covenants are worded in a2 manner to guide the reader toward a
proper context and interpretation. This section is a clear example of
the need for adequate background information if we are to under-
stand correctly.

Section 119. This section presents a revelation that was given to
the Prophet Joseph Smith at Far West, Missouri, on 8 July 1839. Ear-
lier in the Church, the United Order had been practiced wherein
those who belonged to the Order deeded their entire property to the

T History of the Church, 2:345.
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Church. Due to severe persecution and the failure of many to comply
with the requirements of the Order, this procedure was changed by
revelation and a system of tithing instituted. The revelation known as
section 119 was given in response to the Prophet’s supplication: ‘O
Lord, show unto thy servants how much thou requirest of the proper-
ties of thy people for a tithing.”” Without knowing this background,
one could easily misunderstand the revelation. The word #2hing
itself means ‘‘a tenth’’; however, the Prophet was not asking the Lord
simply to show him how much a tenth was. In the transition from the
United Order there needed to be some guidelines. Furthermore, it is
-evident that the word #24ing as used in the earlier revelations and as
commonly spoken of by the Brethren was not limited to a tenth, but
it was a more inclusive term covering all contributions and consecra-
tions of property. Thus, in the 1981 edition the following is added to
the headnote:

The law of tithing, as understood today, had not been given to the
Church previous to this revelation. The term '‘tithing’’ in the prayer
just quoted and in previous revelations (64:23; 85:3; 97:11) had meant

not just one-tenth, but all freewill offerings, or contributions, to the
Church funds. The Lord had previously given to the Church the law of

consecration and stewardship of property, which members (chiefly the
leading elders) entered into by a covenant that was to be everlasting.
Because of failure on the part of many to abide by this covenant, the
Lord withdrew it for a time, and gave instead the law of tithing to the
whole Church. The Prophet asked the Lord how much of their property
be required for sacred purposes. The answer was this revelation.

Not only 1s the clarification valuable to understanding this sec-
tion, but it also enables us to get the proper insight to a previous
revelation known as section 64 in which is found the statement ‘‘he
that 1s tithed shall not be burned’’ at the Lord’s coming (D&C 64:23).
When we understand what #z4i7zg meant in that day (1831), we can
appreciate that i1t 1s not a mere ten percent that guarantees protection
against the fire. The true sense of the revelation 1s that he who is
wholly consecrated and dedicated shall not be burned. As a footnote
to 64:23, the new edition tells the reader to ‘‘see note on tithing in
heading to Section 119.”” Having this background information is
essential to gaining a correct understanding of both section 64 and
section 119.

Sectron 120. Since the 1921 edition, the date of this section has
been unintentionally given the incorrect date of 18 July. It has now
been corrected to read 8 July, which the prepublication records show
to be the correct date, it being the same day as for section 119.

414



Section 129. This section presents ‘‘zhree grand keys by which
the correct nature of ministering angels and spirits may be distin-
guished.”’ In earlier editions of the Doctrine and Covenants, this sec-
tion was described as a revelation ‘‘gzven to Joseph Smith the Prophet
[on] February 9, 1843,”" conveying the impression that it was on this
date the Prophet himself learned of these keys. However, there is
documentary evidence he had given a similar explanation to the First
Presidency and the Twelve on 27 June 1839.18 The written source
used for the Doctrine and Covenants was from a later occasion (1843)
on which the Prophet explained the same concepts, and on which his
scribe William Clayton recorded it. Thus the material now identi-
fied as section 129, although the product of revelation, was not a
new revelation received 1n 1843. We do not know when the Prophet
tirst received this knowledge, but we know that it was at least by
27 June 1839. Accordingly, the headnote to the 1981 edition reads:
“Instructions grven by Joseph Smith . . . February 9, 1843,” rather
than ‘‘REVELATION gzven to Joseph Smith . . . February 9, 1843."
This 1s an important matter, for it contributes to the accuracy of the
new edition and relieves the awkward inference that the Prophet him-
self did not receive the keys to angelic identification until late in his
ministry after most of the heavenly ministrants had already appeared
to him.

Section 132. The information contained in D&C 132 was re-
corded on 12 July 1843 to meet a specific need. But the principle of
plurality of wives, which constitutes a major portion of the section,
was known to the Prophet long before this date. Therefore, the new
edition adds the following explanation: ‘‘Although the revelation
was recorded in 1843, it is evident from the historical records that the
doctrine and principles involved in this revelation had been known by
the Prophet since 1831."" This is an important clarification relative to
the time period in which the laws governing the plurality of wives
were revealed to the Prophet. Among the historical evidence for the
earlier time period is a signed report written by Elder Orson Pratt
in 1878 and published in the Mi//ennial Star. In it he affirms his per-
sonal knowledge that the Prophet received a revelation on the matter
in the fall of 1831.1% A second piece of evidence comes from an ad-
dress by Elder Joseph F. Smith, delivered in Salt Lake City on 7 July
1878, 1n which he gives 1832 as the time of the revelation.2°

18Cook, Revelations of Prophet Joseph Smith, pp. 286-87.
19*‘Report of Elders Orson Pratt and Joseph F. Smith,"” Millennial Star 40 (9 December 1878): 788.
20Discourse by Joseph F. Smith, 7 July 1878, Journal of Discourses, 20:29.

415



Sections 137, 138. These two sections are new to the Doctrine
and Covenants with the 1981 edition. Both documents are known to
Church historians and members and have been published in Church
literature. They were first made part of the standard works by the
sustaining action of the general conference of 3 April 1976 and were
published as an insert to the Pearl of Great Price. They were then
transferred to the Doctrine and Covenants in the 1981 edition. Sec-
tion 137 is a record of a vision of the celestial kingdom given to the
Prophet Joseph Smith at Kirtland, Ohio, 21 January 1836; sec-
tion 138 1s an account of a vision of the Savior’s ministry in the world
of spirits given to President Joseph F. Smith, 3 October 1918. Both of
these documents are fundamental to the doctrine of salvation for the
dead and are therefore invaluable additions to the Doctrine and Cov-
enants, especially at this time when genealogical research, temple
building, and ordinance work for the living and the dead are reaching
unprecedented activity.

Supplement to Offiwcial Declaration—1.  Ofticial Declara-
tion—1, the Manifesto, has been published as part of the Doctrine
and Covenants since 1908 and remains unchanged in the new edi-
tion. However, there have now been added ‘‘Excerpts from Three
Addresses by President Wilford Woodrutt Regarding the Mani-
festo,”” which give detailed explanation as to why the Manifesto was
issued. President Woodruff tells of the role of the President of the
Church and of the revelations which he himself had received leading
to the discontinuance of plural marriage. This material from Presi-
dent Woodruff has been published previously, but this is the first
time it has appeared in a standard work.

Official Declaration—2. In June 1978, the First Presidency an-
nounced that a revelation had been received by President Spencer W.
Kimball extending priesthood and temple blessings to all worthy
male members of the Church. The First Presidency subsequently sent
a letter to the leaders of the Church throughout the world, informing
them of this revelation. Official Declaration—2 consists of (1) an 1n-
troductory statement, (2) the letter, and (3) a concluding note to the
effect that the letter was unanimously sustained by the vote of the

general conference on 30 September 1978 as the “‘word and will of

the Lord.” | |
Maps. The 1981 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants is the

first to contain maps showing significant locations having to do with
the rise of the Church in this dispensation. Not every place men-
tioned in the Doctrine and Covenants is shown, but the four maps
make it possible to locate the most significant cities, rivers, and other
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sites having to do with the contents of the Doctrine and Covenants.
These maps were specially prepared by the Department of Geography
at BYU for publication in the new edition.

THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE

The “‘Introductory Note’’ provided in the new edition of the
Pearl of Great Price gives a short background of the various editions of
that book since the first collection was published in Liverpool,
England, in 1851, by Elder Franklin D. Richards. The introduction
also provides a brief statement about the present contents. Each of
the various portions of the Pearl of Great Price (except the Articles of
Faith) has been given subject-matter chapter headings, whereas earli-
er editions had only headings with limited content. Only thirteen
changes were made in the text of the Pearl of Great Price. About
twenty-five corrections and additions were made for clarity in the
former headings.

Selections from the Book of Moses. The Moses material has had
various titles since it was first printed in the Pearl Great Price in 1851.
At that time the Moses material was fragmentary and contained no
unifying title or identification as to source. In the 1878 second edi-
tion of the Pearl of Great Price, Elder Orson Pratt enlarged the con-
tent of Moses and added the title ‘‘Visions of Moses’’ to the introduc-
tory part and ‘“Writings of Moses’’ to the remaining part. The 1902
edition arranged the materials in eight chapters and labeled 1t “‘Book
of Moses.”” Dr. James E. Talmage, later to become a member of the
Quorum of the Twelve, prepared this edition on assignment from the
First Presidency. The new 1981 edition designates the Moses material
as ‘‘Selections from the Book of Moses,”” with the subheading ‘Az
extract from the translation of the Bible as revealed to Joseph Smith
the Prophet, June 1930—February 1831.”" This 1s an appropriate
heading because it identifies the source and the date, as well as ind1-
cating that this is not all of Moses’ writing.

Another feature of note is the correction of the dates at the
beginning of each of the chapters of Moses. The dates when the ma-
terials were revealed to the Prophet Joseph recently became available
when the RLDS History Commission kindly made the original manu-
script of Joseph Smith’s translation of the Bible available for research.
Since the Book of Moses is an excerpt from the Prophet’s translation
of the Bible, the availability of the manuscript is very helpful for
many reasons, one being that it contains several dates, which, when
placed with known dates and events in Church history, add to our
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knowledge of the time frame when the Moses material was revealed to
the Prophet Joseph Smith. The new edition states that chapter 1 was
received 1n June 1830, which was correctly given in earlier editions;
however, chapters 2-5 were received by Joseph Smith from June to
October 1830, several months earlier than former editions had in-
dicated. Part of chapter 6 was revealed in November 1830 rather than
in December as was formerly thought. The date of chapter 7 was un-
changed, since December 1830 1s correct. The date of chapter 8,
which was given as December 1830 in previous - editions, is now
known to have been February 1831. Having the correct dates permits
students to obtain a historical insight as to when the various portions
of the Moses material were revealed to Joseph Smith. It also helps to
establish a doctrinal relationship between the Book of Moses and the
revelations published in the Doctrine and Covenants which were
received during the same period of time (June 1830-February 1831).

The Book of Abraham. Through the various printings and edi-
tions of the Book of Abraham, the clarity of the facsimilies has
deteriorated, becoming less distinct and consequently less accurate.
The new edition uses photoprints of the facsimilies as they occurred in

the first printing of the Abraham material in the Tzmes and Seasons
in 1842.21

A significant textual correction was made in Abraham 1:3, which
formerly read, ‘‘the first man, who 1s Adam, our first father.”” The
1981 edition reads, ‘‘the first man, who 1s Adam, or first father.”’
This change was made on the basis of a manuscript in the LDS Church
Historical Archives which records Abraham 1 clearly with the word or
rather than oxr for this passage. The printing history of this verse is as
follows. It was first printed in the Tzmes and Seasons of 1 March 1842
where it reads the same as the manuscript, ‘‘or first father.’’22 This
same text was continued in the first edition of the Pearl of Great
Price, July 1851, and also 1n the 1878 and 1888 editions. In the 1902
edition, the text was changed to read ‘‘our first father.”” All subse-
quent editions of the Pearl of Great Price have followed the text of
the 1902 edition. The 1981 edition restores the earlier reading.

“Writings of Joseph Smith.’’ Another significant format change
in the 1981 edition was to remove the caption ‘“Writings of Joseph
Smith’’ from Matthew 24 and the Joseph Smith History (formerly
Joseph Smith 1 and 2). This caption was a little misleading, for these
items are not substantially different from other “‘writings’’ of Joseph

21 Times and Seasons 3 (1 and 15 March and 16 May 1842): 703, 720-21, 783.
22]hid., 3 (1 March 1842): 704.
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showing dates of the Book of Moses revelations
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Smith. The Matthew material is now appropriately labeled ‘‘Joseph
Smith—Matthew’’ with the subheading “‘A» extract from the trans-
lation of the Bible as revealed to Joseph Smith the Prophet in 1831:
Matthew 23:39 and Chapter 24.”’ (It is abbreviated in the footnotes
of the new editions as JS-M.)

A correction of verse 8 was made by adding the words ‘‘and shall
hate one another’’ to the end of the verse. This phrase has been miss-
ing in publications of the Pearl of Great Price since 1851. The correc-
tions were made on the basis of the original manuscript of the Joseph
Smith Translation.23

A correction of verse 30 was made so it reads, ‘‘the love of men”’
in place of “‘the love of many.”” This correction was also made on the
basis of the original manuscript of the Joseph Smith Translation24 and
1s consistent with a parallel passage in D&C 45:27.

The material formerly identified as Joseph Smith 2 is now cap-
tioned ‘‘Joseph Smith—History’’ (abbreviated as JS-H). A correc-
tion was made 1n verse 4 and 56 concerning the date of Alvin Smith’s
death.?> The proper date is November 1823, not November 1824 as
has been erroneously printed in editions of the Pearl of Great Price
since 1851. The year error apparently crept into the text because the
history was written several years after the event and was given et-
roneously in the Tzmes and Seasons account from which the history
was extracted.2®¢ However, the proper year is easily ascertained from
an article in the Wayne County [New York| Sentine/ under the date
of 25 September 1824, which mentions the fact of Alvin’s earlier
death and burial. This of course could not have been discussed in
September 1824 if the death did not occur until November of that
year, some two months after the newspaper article was published.
The newspaper article written by Joseph Smith, Sr., leaves no doubt
that Alvin had passed away at the earlier date.

The Articles of Faith. Three editorial corrections occur in the
1981 edition of the Articles of Faith. In the fifth article of faith, the
punctuation was altered to emphasize the need for divine authority in
the ministry by removing the comma after the word Aands and plac-
ing it after the word authority, thus: ‘‘and by the laying on of hands
by those who are in authority, to preach the Gospel and administer in

BNew Testament Manuscript 1, p. 57, line 4, Library-Archives, The Auditorium, Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Independence, Mo.

#4]bid., p. 56-A, line 8.

2Verse 56 was 1n error 1n all these printings. Verse 4 did not offer a specific date until the 1902 edition,
which then gave the year 1824, which of course was an error.

2% Times and Seasons 3 (2 May 1842): 772.
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the ordinances thereof.’”’ This correction emphasizes the obvious in-
tent of the passage.

In the sixth article of faith, the abbreviation »7z was replaced by
the word namely.

In the tenth article, the former wording ‘‘that Zion will be built
upon this [the American] continent’’ now reads ‘‘Zion (the New Je-
rusalem) will be built upon the American continent.”’ This improve-
ment in the sentence structure allows a freer flow of words. It also
specifies that the part of Zion known as the New Jerusalem will be
established in America; whereas, Zion in the larger sense, meaning
the stakes, is not limited to America.

CONCLUSION

This article has been only a brief survey of the reasons for, the
procedures followed in, and the unique features of the new 1979 and
1981 editions of the standard works published by the Church. These
new editions officially manifest the intention of the Church to pro-
mulgate the sacred word of the Lord given 1n every age, and to do 1t as
correctly as possible. They have come forth at a time when study of
the scriptures is receiving increased emphasis in the Church cur-
riculum.

The uniform reference system developed in these four standard
works reminds us of Ezekiel’s prophecy that the books will be “‘one’
in the hand of the Lord’s people (Ezek. 37:15-19). This concept 1s
even more graphically described by Lehi when he says that the writ-
ings of Joseph’s seed and of Judah’s seed ‘‘shall grow together’” unto
the confounding of false doctrines and bringing people to a knowl-
edge of the covenants of the Lord (2 Nephi 3:12). The new study
aids—the topical guide, Bible dictionary, and maps—bound within
the covers of the new editions, and the improved footnotes and cross-
references to the standard works on the very pages of the sacred books
are a step toward a fulfillment of these ancient prophecies. And yet
these new editions are not perfect. There will no doubt be further
corrections and additions in the years ahead. But as they now stand,
the 1979 and 1981 editions constitute the most comprehensive scrip-
ture study-aid program ever made by the Church.

In general conference 1 April 1979, President Spencer W. Kim-
ball spoke of the progress the Church had recently made and, even
more, of the progress it was destined to make in the years ahead:

The Church is at a point in its growth and maturity when we are at last
ready to move forward in a major way. . . . But the basic decisions
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needed for us to move forward, as a people, must be made by the indi-
vidual members of the Church. . . . We have paused on some pla-
teaus long enough. . . . The Church 1s ready to accomplish . . .
things now which it could not have done just a few years ago.?’

Some of the things being accomplished within recent years are in-
creased missionary activity, improved genealogical research tech-
niques, increased temple building, and an increased emphasis on the
scriptures in the correlated curriculum of the Church.

At a time when the Church of Jesus Christ is rapidly extending its
message of salvation to all the world, there is a greater need for these
new editions of the scriptures than ever before because the teachings
contained within them are fundamental to all the activities of the
Church. These scriptures are now ready for use as we stand at the
threshold of the greatest worldwide expansion of the kindgom of God
in the history of mankind.

27Spencer W. Kimball, “‘Let Us Move Forward and Upward,"" Ensign 9 (May 1979): 82.

423



Appendix: Selected Bibliography

Anderson, Lavina Fielding. ‘‘Church Publishes First LDS Edition of the Bible.”’
Ensign 9 (October 1979): 8-18.

Cook, Lyndon W. The Revelations of the Prophet Joseph Smuth. Provo, Utah:
Seventy’s Mission Bookstore, 1981.

Evans, Frederick Williams. Compendium of the Origin, History, Principles, Rules
and Regulations, Government, and Doctrines of the United Society of Believers
in Christ's Second Appearing. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1859.

Harper, Bruce T. “"The Church Publishes a New Triple Combination.”” Ensign 11
(October 1981): 8-19.

Harris, James R. “‘A Study of the Changes in the Contents of the Book of Moses
from Earliest Available Sources to the Current Edition.”” Master’s thesis,
Brigham Young University, 1958.

Holland, Jeffrey R. ‘‘An Analysis of Selected Changes in Major Editions of the Book
of Mormon—1830-1920."" Master’s thesis, Brigham Young University, 1966.

Howard, Richard P. Restoration Scriptures: A Study of Their Textual Development.
Independence, Mo.: Herald Publishing House, 1969.

Jessee, Dean C. “'The Original Book of Mormon Manuscript.”’ Brigham Young
University Studies 10 (Spring 1970): 259-78.

“Kirtland Revelation Book.”” An unpublished collection of manuscript drafts of the
early revelations given to Joseph Smith recorded by various scribes. Library—
Archives, Historical Department of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. Salt Lake City, Utah.

Larson, Stanley R. ‘*A Study of Some Textual Variations in the Book of Mormon
Comparing the Original and the Printer’s Manuscripts and the 1830, the 1837,
and the 1840 Editions.”” Master’s thesis, Brigham Young University,
1974.

. "‘Changes in Early Texts of the Book of Mormon.”’ Ensign 6
(September 1976): 77-82.

“LDS Study Aids Now in Bible.”” Church News, 29 September 1979, pp. 3, 8.

Matthews, Robert J. ‘‘Some Relationships between Joseph Smith’s Translation of
the Bible and the Doctrine and Covenants.”’ In The Seventh Annual Sidney B.
Sperry Symposium: The Doctrine and Covenants. Provo: Brigham Young
University Religious Instruction and Church Educational System, 1979,

pp. 1-16.

. ""The New Editions of the Standard Works.”" In The Tenth Annual
Sidney B. Sperry Symposium: The Pear! of Great Price. Provo: Brigham Young
University Religious Instruction and Church Educational System, 1982,
pp. 11-20.

Petersen, Melvin J. “*A Study of the Nature of and the Significance of the Changes
in the Revelations as Found in 2 Comparison of the Book of Commandments
and Subsequent Editions of the Doctrine and Covenants.”” Master’s thesis,
Brigham Young University, 1955.

Rich, Russell R. ““Where Were the Moroni Visits?’’  Brigham Young University
Studies 10 (Spring 1970): 255-58.

Stocks, Hugh G. ‘‘The Book of Mormon, 1830-1879, a Publishing History.”
Master’s thesis, University of California at Los Angeles, 1979.

Woodford, Robert J.  ““The Historical Development of the Doctrine and
Covenants.”” Ph.D. dissertation, Brigham Young University, 1974.

424



