The Peirce Mormon Bibliography
at Utah State University

Ann Buttars

In 1916 the Board of Trustees of the Agricultural College of Utah in
Logan purchased the Eli H. Peirce library, a collection of books dealing
with Mormon and Utah history. This purchase generated a fair amount
of concern and a number of problems. However, it also provided a solid
foundation upon which to build the special collections of Utah State
University and one of Utah’s most robust Mormon bibliographies.

The biennial report of the board of trustees for the years 1915-16
reported the purchase this way:

The Pierce [sic] Library of Utah History was purchased by the
Board of this Institution. The books have been classified and cataloged
with other books of the Library, but shelved asa special collection. This
Pierce Library consists of 680 volumes relating to the history of Utah
and Western United States. The collection includes also many of the
publications of the Latter-day Saints, and much of the vast literature
which has been written on Mormonism, pro and con.

Many of the volumes are very rare and the entire collection is a
valuable and desirable addition to the library.’

This statement, though short, is an accurate description of the books
the library had just acquired and to which Peirce had dedicated a
major portion of his life. However, this purchase had been neither
approved nor appreciated by the library staff.

On July 5, 1916, Elizabeth Church Smith, librarian at the
Agricultural College, wrote anirate letter to Dr. E. G. Peterson, newly
appointed president of the college, questioning the appropriation of
library funds for this purchase and saying that “the requisition for the
purchase of the Pierce [sic] collection of Utah History books amounting
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setting up of (he Ensign; sothat weare led to the conclusion. that
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thase soriptures ; inasmuch 2s no such thing took place athis cominz.
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Page 3 of Zion’s Messenger by Francis Gladden Bishop, published in Council
Bluffs, Iowa, 1854. The only original copy known to exist is in the Peirce
Library. (Courtesy of Utah State University Merrill Library.)
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to $1299 is to be taken from the 1916 library fund of $1900” which
would leave “practically nothing . . . for the purchase of any new
books for the departments and none for magazines.””> She was
extremely concerned because no new books had been ordered for
the coming school year and the majority of the library budget had
been spent. Later that month, she again wrote to Peterson reempha-
sizing her concern and frustration while acknowledging the inherent
value of the collection:

[ wish that I might say to you unofficially that the Pierce [sic] Library was
not a library buy. It was done entirely by the Board and I feel that they
should arrange in someway by specialappropriation to pay foritasitwas
fully expected would be done. To be sure it is a splendid collection.’

Smith had apparently not been included in making the arrangements
for the purchase of the Peirce Library. Although she had called it “a
splendid collection,” she, being a devout Episcopalian, probably did
not entirely approve of the acquisition of a Mormon collection of
books, let alone its consuming almost the entire library budget.

After voicing her opinion in several letters on the handling of this
purchase, Smith left the matter in the hands of President Peterson in
hopes that he would do something about this situation. On September
8, 1916, Smith received a letter from the secretary to the president
informing her that an order for new library books had been sent off and
an additional appropriation had been made to cover all other requests.*
With her budgeting problems taken care of, Smith finally accepted the
purchase of Eli Peirce’s library and began making preparations for its
arrival in Logan.

Eli Harvey Peirce was born in Salt Lake City, February 27, 1850.
He received his early education in the Salt Lake City public schools
and later graduated with honors from Deseret University, now the
University of Utah. In addition, he graduated as a telegraph operator
from a school organized by President Brigham Young in 1870 for the
benefit of the Utah Northern Railroad.” After completing his training,
he worked in Brigham City for eighteen years as an agent for the Utah
and Northern branch of the Union Pacific Railroad Company, as an
agent for the Pacific Express Company, as a coal agent, and finally as
manager of the Western Union and Deseret Telegraph offices.°
During Peirce’s tenure with the Union Pacific Railroad Company in
Brigham City, historian Edward W. Tullidge aptly described him as

a young man of as much business capacity and push as any young man
inour Territory.... Weshould offer him to those who would investigate
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the meaning of young Utah as one of the best specimens of that class,
concerning whom even our Gentile brethren are prophetic with
great promises of the future. Doubtless it is the type of Mormon
origin, like Eli H. Peirce, that has suggested to the Gentiles this idea
of young Utah. Expounded, the class signifies a host of young men
who have received a better education than their fathers, conse-

quently are men of more culture, yet who have sprang from that

hardy, indomitable race of pioneers who have peopled and subdued
this mountainous country.’

While in Brigham City, Peirce displayed his flair for culture by organizing
the Brigham Dramatic Association, where he developed a great appre-
ciation for various literary and historical works. There seemed to be
nothing that could stop him in his endeavors. He was indeed a very
ambitious man and continued to be so throughout his entire life.

Upon leaving Brigham City, Peirce moved to Salt Lake City,
where he became associated in the insurance business with Heber]J.
Grant, future President of the LDS Church, and later operated his
own prosperous insurance business with offices in the Templeton
Building. During this time, he was an active member of the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir, which he also served as business manager. He
played a prominent part in planning and organizing some of the
earliest trips taken by the choir.® While living in Salt Lake City, he
became well known as a singer, actor, and lover of rare books.”

Throughout his active business career, Peirce found time to
collect what was reputed to be “the most complete library of books
written for and against ‘Mormonism’ ever brought together.”'° This
library was built painstakingly over many years despite Peirce’s
modest means and large family."' Most of his book purchases were
handled through the Shepard Book Company on South State Street
in Salt Lake City.'* The company published, imported, bought, and
sold old, rare and new books. It advertised:

We carry the largest stock of MORMON and ANTI-MORMON BOOKS
inthe world. If you are interested in this subject, write or callon us and
we will quote you prices on any book on Mormonism in or out of print."

This company was later responsible for buying and selling many of
Peirce’s books. Through a 1911 Shepard Book Company advertise-
ment offering a major collection of books on Mormonism for sale,
Harvard University became interested in Peirce and his Mormon
library. News of Harvard’s intent to buy the collection was leaked to
the Salt Lake City Herald, and Peirce received extensive criticism
from friends and neighbors, the community, the governor, and the
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Advertisement for the Shepard Book Company found in the back of the 1 904 edition
of Brigham’s Destroying Angel. This company was responsible for the buying and
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University of Utah. It was even rumored that General Authorities of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints strongly disapproved of the
sale and offered to purchase five hundred of the most outspoken anti-
Mormon books to prevent their leaving the State. It was not until three
years later that Harvard actually purchased 2,653 books and pamphlets
from Peirce. The Harvard Alumni Bulletin announced the news of the
purchase and proudly listed its contents. '

Shortly after the sale, Peirce began collecting another, essen-
tially duplicate, library beginning with a few copies of works he had
left from the Harvard sale. He was no longer working as an insurance
agent and had more time for book collecting. He spent the rest of his
life reading and studying these books, inside each volume making
notations which listed the page numbers where there was a refer-
ence to Mormons. In 1914, just a few months prior to his death, he
used a number of these books to write a series of three articles in the
Deseret Evening News arguing that the Garden of Eden was located in
the region of the country that now borders Utah, Wyoming, and
Colorado.” At the time of his death, on February 9, 1915, Peirce owned
approximately seven hundred volumes mentioning Mormons.

These volumes were the library that the Agricultural College of
Utah purchased from Mrs. Peirce during the spring of 1916. When
the purchase was completed, the books were moved to Logan and
deposited in the library. Elizabeth Smith shortly thereafter began
processing them for patron use. She registered the books in the
accession records, giving a complete description of each and assigning
it an accession number as well as a call number.'® Under the
assumption that these Mormon books were not that significant, she
classified them according to the ninth edition of the Dewey Decimal
Classification, which placed books about Mormons in with non-
Christian religious groups (#289.9)."” The books were put there
whether Mormons considered themselves Christian or not. The rest
of the books were classified and placed in whatever category they
corresponded to in the Dewey Decimal system, despite Peirce’s nota-
tions about mentions of Mormons. The books apparently were never
shelved in a separate, special collection; rather they were scattered
throughout the stacks of the entire library. Further, there were never
any book plates made to identify the books as belonging to the Eli H.
Peirce library. The only thing that identified the books as part of the
Peirce library was the accession number stamped inside each vol-
ume. When it came to the cataloging of the Peirce books, Smith did
an exceptional job of descriptive cataloging, but she did not take the
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An example of Eli Peirce’s handwritten notes. These notes are in the front of the

American Quarterly Register and Magizine, vol. 2, located in the Peirce Library.
(Courtesy of Utah State University Merrill Library.)
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time nor feel it appropriate to put Mormon subject headings on all of
the books. The original shelflist cards reveal that many of them were
cataloged under author and title only.

The Peircelibraryalsoincludedalarge collection of pamphlets, but
these were never fully processed because the policy of the library at that
time was not to process such items. They were simply laid on shelves in
the back of the library with the myriad of other too-small-to-catalog
items waiting to be taken care of later or bound in buckram as a book
that could be processed. There is no way of knowing how many
pamphlets were in the Peirce library, butapparently there were quite
a few; many pamphlets with notations about Mormon material and
in the same handwriting as that in the Peirce books have been trans-
ferred over the years to the Special Collections Department from
other areas of the library.

Little did Elizabeth Smith know that the Peirce library would be
not only the beginning of a Mormon bibliography at Utah State
University, but also the foundation of the Special Collections Depart-
ment of the Utah State University Merrill Library. Although the 1915-16
Biennial Report of the Board of Trustees stated that the Peirce Library
would be shelved as a special collection, a department for doing so
was not established at Utah State University until January 1965. In
announcing the creation of the Merrill Library’s Special Collections
Department, Dr. Milton C. Abrams, university librarian, indicated
that books “acquired over a period of years by purchase, gift and
university publication” would be used as the foundation for the new
department.’® Some of the books he referred to were those of the
Peirce library.

Though many of the books from the Peirce library were placed
in the newly established Special Collections Department, they were
not gathered into the originally promised special collection until
1971. Under the direction of A. J. Simmonds, curator of special
collections at Utah State University, and with the aid of the library
accession records for 19106, the stacks of the Merrill Library were
searched to find the remaining books of the Peirce library. Atlast, the
Peirce books were gathered together and placed in the Special
Collections Department as Book Collection 13.

This time the actual content and value of the Peirce library was
finally realized. The books range in date from 1830 to 1914, with
volume one of The Millennial Harbinger being the earliest pub-
lished volume in the collection. The books span the history of the LDS
Church from its organization through 1914, the year prior to the



I saw another messenger flying through the midst of heaven, having everlast-
ing good news to proclaim to the inhabitants of the earth, even to every nation
and tribe, and ¢, and people—saying with a loud voice, Fear God and
give glory to him, for the houro mudgmenm is come: and worship him who
made heaven, and earth, and sea, the fountains of water.—Jorx,

Great is the truth and mughty above all things, and will prevail.

T e S VB e R R T
PROSPECTUS.

THIS work shall be devoted to the destruction of sectarianism, infi-
delity, and antichristian doctrine and practice, Itshall have for its
object the developement and introduction of that political and religious
order of sociewy called Tue MiLLENNIUM, which will be the consum-
mation of that ultimate amelioration of society propcsed in the Chris-
tian Scriptures. Subservient to this comprehensive chject, the follow-
ing subjects shall be attended to:— | |

1. The incompatibility of any sectarian establishment, now known
on carth, with the genius of the glorious age to come.

2. The inadequacy of all the present systems of education, literary
and moral, to develope the powers of the human mind, and to prepare
man for rational and social happiness. :

3. The disentanglement of the Holy &:r}ptum from the perplexities
of the commentators and system-makers of the dark ages. This will
call for the analysis of several books in the New Testament, and many.
disquisitions upon the appropriated sense of the leading terms and
phrases in the Holy Scriptures and in religious systems.

4. The injustice which yet remains in many of the political regu-
lations under the best political governments, when contrasted with
the justice which christianity proposes, and which the millennial order
of society promises, o ¢

5. Disquisitions upon the treatment of African slaves, as prepara-
tory to their emancipation, and exaltation from their present degraded
condition,

6. General religious news, or regular details of the movements of
tha religieus combinations, acting under the influence of the prosely -
ting snirit of the age.

7. Oczcasional notices of religious publications, including reviews of
new works, bearing upon any of the topics within our precinets,

8. Auswers to interesfing queries of general utility, and notices of
all things of universal interest to all engaged in the proclamation of
the Ancient Gospel and a Restoration of the Ancient Order of Things.

9. Miscellanea; or, religious, moral, and literary varieties,

Mnch of the useful learning which has been sanctified to the eluc:-
dation of those intesesiing and sublime topics of christian expectation,

YOL. V. 1

Volume 1, number 1 of The Millennial Harbinger, published in Bethany,
Virginia, January 4, 1830-December 1833. This is the earliest publication in
the Peirce Library. (Courtesy of Utah State University Merrill Library.)
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Peirce’s death. They include everything from fact to fiction on such
subjects as history, geography, sociology, anthropology, archaeology,
geology, and, of course, religion. Even such general titles as Travels
around the World, Men and Manners in America, and Story of the
Wild West are found in the library. At first glance, such books do not
appear to be overly concerned with Mormons and Mormonism.
However, Peirce’s notations concerning Mormon content inside
cachvolume make it quite evident that the entire collection isindeed
relevant to the study of Mormonism.

Interestingly, when Dale Morgan visited the Agricultural College
Library in 1948 in a search for books to include in his Mormon
bibliography, he did not find a substantial number of books on that
subject.’”” He was unable to locate many titles because the Peirce
books did not have the subject headings under which he looked to
identify the books for his bibliography. Had Morgan been able to find
and identify all of the books in the Peirce library, he would have found
a gold mine of Mormon bibliography and probably would not have
thought Utah to be quite as “bibliographically naive” as he indicated in
the introduction to A Mormon Bibliography, 1830-1930.”° Because of
the Peirce Library at the Agricultural College of Utah, Utah was not
the “bibliographic desert” that Bernard DeVoto is thought to have
judged it to be.

The Peirce library consists of numerous, significant titles in
Mormon bibliography. Morgan included such titles as E. D. Howe’s
History of Mormomnism and Route from Liverpool to Great Salt
Lake. Other titles such as The Latter Day Saint’s Messenger and
Advocate and Voree Herald are included in his bibliography but are
not shown as holdings of Utah State University. Some hard-to-find
titlesin his bibliography that are also in the Peirce library include The
Olive Branch and Lucy Mack Smith’s Biographical Sketches of
Joseph Smith. There are a few titles such as Francis Gladden Bishop’s
Zion’s Messenger that are part of the Peirce Library but are not listed
in Morgan’s bibliography.

The purchase of the Peirce library brought a wealth of Mormon
bibliography to the Agricultural College of Utah (later called Utah
State University). In 1916 the board of trustees paid $1,299 for the
Peirce library, making the average price per volume $1.98 (a slightly
better price than Harvard had been given). Today this collection is
virtually irreplaceable. Numerous articles, theses, dissertations, and
books concerning “Utah and Mormons” (as Peirce would have anno-
tated them)* have been written using the library. What was a rather
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insignificant and troublesome purchase of library books for Eliza-
beth Church Smith is today one of Utah State University’s most
cherished and valuable library possessions, as cherished as it once
was by Eli H. Peirce.
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“Above all things, we must be original. The Holy
Ghost is the genius of ‘Mormon’ literature. Not Jupiter,
nor Mars, Minerva, nor Mercury. No fabled gods and
goddesses, no Mount Olympus; no ‘sisters nine,” no ‘blue-
eyed maid of beaven,” no invoking of mythical muses
that ‘did never yet one mortal song inspire.” No pouring
of new wine into old bottles. No patterning after the dead
forms of antiquity. Our literature must live and breathe
for itself. Our mission is diverse from all the otbers, our
literature must also be. The odes of Anacreon, the satires
of Horace and Juvenal, the epics of Homer, Virgil, Dante
and Milton, the sublime tragedies of Shakspeare [siC/;
these are all excellent, all well enough in their way, but
we must not attempt to copy them. They cannot be
reproduced. We may read, we may gather sweets from
all these flowers, but we must build our own bhive and
honeycomb after God’s supreme design.”

Orson F. Whitney
Contributor 9 (June 1888): 300



