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been written over the centuries,
can be taken to mean or include
many other points or precepts.
Here these “institutes” (5) are
applied to such important and
diverse subjects as revelation, false
materialism, jewelry, automobiles,
self-esteem, vain repetitions, filing
tax returns, prayer, profanity, eter-
nal families, war, anger, hunting,
abortion, euthanasia, honesty, pride,
and neighborly love. Moses would
probably be pleasantly surprised to
see how far removed from Sinai
modern circumstances have Dbe-
come and yet how relevant his

ancient words can still be made.
—John W. Welch

The Exodus Story: Ancient and
Modern Parallels, by Richard
Neitzel Holzapfel (Bookcraft, 1997)

This short book finds, in the New
Testament, the Doctrine and Cove-
nants, and personal experience,
parallels to the Old Testament Exo-
dus story in the Hexateuch. This
effort, aimed at the lay LDS reader,
is more an attempt to “liken all
scriptures unto us” (1 Ne. 19:23)
than a scholarly exegesis written
for university colleagues (4).
Holzapfel thus acknowledges the
work of other LDS scholars who
have written on Exodus patterns,
but makes no overt attempt to dia-
logue with them.

Instead, Holzapfel brings con-
siderable expertise to his writing
by utilizing historical, cultural, and
geographical details not generally
known. Many readers will enjoy
the prodigious array of scriptural
quotations drawn here from all
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four standard works, particularly
from the Old Testament; others will
wish for more analysis of what the
quoted scriptures might mean and
how the Exodus theme surfaces
repeatedly in salvation history.
—Jed L. Woodworth

The Primitive Church in the Mod-
ern World, edited by Richard T.
Hughes (University of Illinois
Press, 1995)

The Primitive Church in the
Modern World is a welcome com-
panion volume to The American
Quest for the Primitive Church,
an important anthology published
by Richard T. Hughes in 1988. The
first volume brought together fif-
teen remarkable essays on a theme
that had too often been neglected
by scholars of American religion:
the search within American Prot-
estantism for a restoration of the
ancient gospel. While not neces-
sarily agreeing on what the restora-
tion might consist of, the various
Protestant movements were nearly
all characterized by elements of
restorationism, or primitivism. For
LDS readers, the 1988 volume
provided a valuable historical set-
ting for the emergence of their
own religion, which emphasizes
the restoration of ancient truths
and authority.

This new anthology explores
the subject of how primitivism
applies in modern times. It con-
tains ten noteworthy essays by dis-
tinguished scholars of American
religion, as well as an important in-
troduction by Hughes. As Hughes
explains, restorationist believers
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tend “to define their most funda-
mental values and commitments by
the ancient norms of the Christian
faith, however perceived, and only
then—if at all—by the norms of
modernity or modernization. In
other words, genuine primitivists
judge the modern world by the
standards of the ancient faith, not
the other way around” (xiii).

Some of the essays raise interest-
ing questions about whether
churches that began as restora-
tionist movements have moved
away from that tradition because
of the various influences of mod-
ernism. To what degree did, or
does, accommodation to moder-
nity undermine basic primitivism?
This dilemma, however, is largely
circumvented in LDS theology,
which understands that continuing
revelation originally stood at the
core of true, primitive Christianity,
which was founded on prophetic,
apostolic leadership.

LDS readers will want to take
note of the essay by Thomas G.
Alexander, “Mormon Primitivism
and Modernization” (167-96). Draw-
ing from his extensive study of late-
nineteenth-century Mormonism,
particularly the administration of
President Wilford Woodruff, Alex-
ander focuses on the changing rela-
tionship between the temporal
and spiritual spheres during that
period. In his view, the temporal
and the spiritual were fused so inti-
mately in the early days of the LDS
Church that there was no incon-
gruity between them. Thus various
economic programs, seemingly
temporal in nature, were seen as
merely one aspect of an all-encom-
passing faith. By the end of the
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nineteenth century, however, the
temporal and the spiritual had be-
come separate, largely because of
the pressures brought against the
Church by the political campaigns
against plural marriage and Utah’s
quest for statehood.

Alexander discusses the gradual
modification of various beliefs and
practices that resulted in the fact
that directions from Church lead-
ers on temporal affairs no longer
carried the same spiritual connota-
tions as in earlier years. Neverthe-
less, he shows that the Church was
still able “to perceive itself as the
restoration of ancient Christianity.
Modernization had not changed
that” (187). Though Alexander does
not specifically comment on the
principle of continuing revelation,
LDS readers will understand that
this is the process that has always
led, and still leads, to needful adap-
tation in the rapidly changing mod-
ern world.

—James B. Allen

A Woman’'s View: Helen Mar
Whitney's Reminiscences of Early
Church History, edited by Jeni
Broberg Holzapfel and Richard
Neitzel Holzapfel (BYU Religious
Studies Center, 1997)

Helen Mar Kimball Smith Whit-
ney (1828-96) witnessed early
Mormon history from its center.
She was a daughter of Heber C. and
Vilate Kimball, and she became a
plural wife of Joseph Smith. After
the Prophet’s death, she married
Horace K. Whitney, with whom
she raised a large family in Utah.



