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fortunately there are manymariymarly strengths and while they do not
completely counterbalance the shortcomings they do make the book
worth reading I1 have already indicated that the first few chapters are very
good they are good in part because for hughes people are larger and
more important than the events they participate in thus hughes chose
to go beyond a factual narrative and clothe his characters with flesh and
feelings there were poignant human interest stories interspersed
throughout I1 felt empathy when agnes smith trudged three miles
through the snow with two little children 93 and sadness for sister
downey who died and was wrapped in a quilt and buried on the plains
92 1I was both amused and touched at little mary ann praying for father

brigham before going to bed 128 properly hughes did not feel that
inspiration and humanness were mutually exclusive and for the most
part joseph brigham and the early saints walked the same turf that we
do thus we find joseph smith becoming comfortable with the idea of
being a prophet 34 missouri saints causing some of their own
problems 50 and joseph making an honest reasonable but ultimately
wrong decision in forming the kirtland safety society 78 at the same
time hughes never allowed human frailty to upstage the commitment
inspiration and divine direction of both church leaders and lay saints
this is by nearly any criterion a faith promoting work

and despite its inadequacies basic history does fill the
publishers intent of providing a brief and inspiring introduction to the
history of the church for newcomers and young converts it fulfills that
need better than any volume thus far its just unfortunate hughes could
not have stretched out a bit and given post joseph smith history its just
due
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even though ive read and reread they are my friends there still
remains a pair of mysteries I1 had hoped the text might resolve first is the
unfindable nahum son of joseph knight sr who literally disappears

from the nauvoo scene knight family genealogists have agonized over
his whereabouts and historians have tried a hand still he remains lost
and elusive nahum drops out of sight with wife thankful and a progeny
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of seven did he die had disillusionment set in he doesnt exist in
family records after the illinois period and external sources yield
nothing either nahum knight is a nagging void that needs to be solved

second mystery whatever happened to emily coburn slade
austin sister of sally coburn knight and niece of joseph knight sr
emily author of the exposeexpos6exposi mormonism or life among the mormonscormons
madison wis cantwell book and job printer 1882 similarly dis-

appears in later years from the wisconsin scene what was her final
disposition was austin only a pseudonym she did disguise
partially at least many of the true life characters depicted in her volume
where did she spend her last moments emilysemiles book gives invaluable
information on certain events in the earliest history of mormonism are
additional insights to be gleaned at her trails end

aside from not resolving these personal inquiries of mine william
hartley has done a very fine job of expanding the vista of the knight
family and their indelible impression on the church at its inception

in assembling family histories researchers tend naturally to accen-
tuate the positive and deemphasize or eliminate the negative bill hartley
told me that he had been given personal freedom to praise the family
where deserving and to identify problem areas when they arose so I1
rattled around in the closet to see what pieces might fall out during a

period so charged with the diversity as the knights experienced
perpetual harmony and bliss were not likely therefore the query does
the book realistically include the troubles as well as the successes
hartley strikes an equitable and informative balance he does not spare
the initial skepticism of newel and nahum knight of the prophet joseph
smiths message he does not temper difficulties between newel and his
brother joseph between newel and his brother in law freeborn
demille between newel and aunt electa peck and between newel and
the colesvilleColesville branch also the momentary estrangementsestrangements from the
church of benjamin slade and william Stringstringhamharn are described the
author might also have included the episode of aaron slade jr son of
molly knight slade who got as far as buffalo turned back and lived
out his life on the chemung the value of investigating these family
adversities may not lie so much in their enumeration per se as in the
ability of the knights to find solutions to their problems and yet continue
to function in the midst of such vicissitudes in any instance the reader
may anguish with the knights during both the best and the worst of times

among the single contributions of the knights must be the
legacy of personal writings they left descriptions of key periods in
church history joseph knight sr s recollections newel knights
journals joseph knight jr s incidents lydia knights history
and emily austinsakstinsAustins life among the mormonscormonsMormons all are priceless
segments of information not available in any other source the
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rediscovery of joseph knight sr s recollections by dean jessee
has created a flurry of interested scrutiny however newel knights
journals a particularly important resource have remained compara-
tively untapped william hartley has generously spread the significant
findings from these records throughout the volume

although many readers will focus on the knights as they interact
with the prophet joseph in the formative days of new york a most
impressive sequence is the pilgrimage of the colesvillelesvilleCo branch from
broome county new york via thompson ohio to kaw Ttownshipownship
missouri I1 was especially captivated by the vividness of the missouri
persecutions as they unfold through the eyes of family members the
knights became in effect a prototype of all those hundreds of saints who
were bodily thrust from jackson to clay county from clay to caldwell
county and later from the state the personal descriptions and notarized
statements that express their sufferings and losses become an index to the
difficulties that whole mass of exiled people experienced

newel knight was a miller by trade whenever time and oppor-
tunity presented themselves during his perpetual migration from one
location to the next he constructed a mill his efforts supplied a basic
need for the saints and served to better his own circumstances they are
my friends documents an important aspect of social history a mormon
businessman is continually frustrated in his designs by a succession of
upheavals this sequel is particularly well illustrated in illinois where
newel is again forced to endure the complexities of closing down his
operation and moving once more

from moroni to miller this volume takes us through the first
period of angelic visits in western new york to the vanguard camp of
bishop george miller in unorganized territory the little understood
advance company of 1846 newel knights special assignment by
president young within that company its settlement at ponca on the
niobraraNiobrara the role of james emmett and the bartyspartys eventual return to
winter quarters in 1847 are among the most illuminating features of the
book william hartley has successfully demonstrated that being on the
ponca was not in itself an act of rebellion despite dissident spirits in the
camp

the knight family can rightly claim many notable contributions to
the establishment of the church the knights gave generously of their
material holdings and very literally their lives for the restored gospel
the high mortality rate of the immediate and extended family was
undoubtedly increased by their association with the unpopular mormon
cause hartley graphically portrays their losses along the way joseph
smith recognizing these sacrifices extolled their loyalty both publicly
and in his personal writings the prophet willingly acknowledged the
knights as his friends
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As director of BYU family history and genealogy research
services william hartley deals daily with the proper methods of writing
family history this volume in research narration and design source
notes end papers and maps reflects a specialists training aided by
the excellent genealogical materials compiled by darrel V knight and
other modem knight descendants and coupled with his own typically
exhaustive research efforts william hartley has done a superb piece
of work he has culled from a multiplicity of repositories a wealth of
new information the dubbing of these combined resources into a
single treatment has produced a creditable meticulously detailed
volume on the joseph knight sr family during the years 1825 to
1850 and somewhat beyond


