Brief Notices

Book of Mormon and Doctrine and
Covenants. Such an emphasis is no
surprise coming from a man who
has devoted much of his life to
studying the JST. However, since
the current LDS edition of the
Bible includes most of the signifi-
cant changes in the JST, this
emphasis is not as wuseful as
another might be.

As is usual in commentaries, the
discussions vary in depth and fresh-
ness. Nevertheless, the general
reader will find many passages that
are both instructive and inspiring.

—Doris R. Dant

Tolerance: Principles, Practices,
Obstacles, Limits by John K. Car-
mack (Bookcraft, 1993)

Readers familiar with Elder
John K. Carmack’s levelheaded and
common-sense approach to ex-
plaining gospel principles will not
be disappointed with his thoughts
on tolerance. Written in light of his
experiences as a Church leader in
California and Asia, this book is a
plea for broader understanding and
practice of tolerance in its Christ-
ian context. Experience has con-
vinced Elder Carmack of the
increased need for tolerance in our
encounters with people of diverse
backgrounds. To grant the timeli-
ness of the message, one need only
consider recent outbreaks of vio-
lence across the world as previ-
ously segregated religious and
ethnic groups rekindle prejudice
and hatred.

The strength of this book lies in
its straightforward approach, al-
though its rhetoric and style are
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sometimes unpolished. Laying a
scriptural and prophetic foundation,
this work presents tolerance as a
virtue taught and practiced by the
Savior, our exemplar in matters of
tolerance. Elder Carmack wisely
counsels that, in order for toler-
ance to become an antidote for the
poison of worldwide hatred and
strife, individuals must adopt atti-
tudes and practices appropriate to
the Savior’s teachings. The book
then offers advice about how prin-
ciples of tolerance may be applied
in family, church, and public life.
But tolerance is not a principle
without limits. It does not signify
indiscriminate, and therefore mean-
ingless, respect for all actions and
ideas. Elder Carmack offers strong
counsel on the limits of tolerance
as he discusses a variety of public
issues, especially free speech and
pornography. His reasoning, influ-
enced by his legal training, recog-
nizes the liberality of the principle
while at the same time improving
our understanding of the general
relation between moral and ethical
standards and public behavior.
Also of timely interest is his coun-
sel regarding the role of tolerance
in the Church. He offers clear
explanations of the place of Church
discipline in regard to tolerating
diversity of belief within the Church.
Tolerance is an overdue and neces-
sary addition, by a committed LDS
leader, to our overall understand-
ing and practice of the gospel.
—Neal W. Kramer



