
tubing on a canal

rick was green
in the elms light
laughing as he
spun beneath us
long grasses waved
and insects stood
on little dents
in the water
wasps their bodies
jacked up throbbing
sucked at the edge
then we went under
stiffened and lay
back at the grate
a nail of light
blinded us cars
crossed over out
bodies then silence
magnified in the tin
culvert the dark
wed frown hard to see
down our tensed bodies
or let our heads dip
back but either way
it was blackness
blackness and the cool
halfmoonhalf moon of heaven
the impossible light

philip white



royal hawaiian quilt lily kama 1907 1990 laie hawaii 1937 gift
of the artist for many years lily kama demonstrated quilting at the poly
nesiananesian culture center in laie this is the first quilt she made on her own
lily learned quilting from her family her great grandmother was one of the
first native hawaiian quiltersqualtersquilters

by focusing on the symbols of hawaiis earlier independence this
quilt expresses the longing many native hawaiiansHawaiians felt for that time in the
center of the quilt is the royal hawaiian coat of arms the two round
topped sticks are kapu and mean it is forbidden to touch an ironic
symbol considering the eventual history of the hawaiian monarchy sur-
rounding the coat of arms are four hawaiian flags the form ofthe hawaiian
flag is a compromise between great britain and the united states both of
whom vied for control of hawaii in the 1800s the eight stripes of the flag
stand for the eight islands of the hawaiian archipelago courtesy museum
church history and art


